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PREFACE. 


Pa an 

Being asked recently if any of the Nellis family 
were in the far of the Revolution, I could not answer the 
auestion, neither coulc I tell the name of my great-grand- 
father. This set me to thinking that it was time some rec- 
ord wes nade wherehy future generations might know something 
of the lives of their forebears. 

Not making any pretention to literary werit, 
trust that ell defects as to style may be overlooked. The 
facts and dates, however, es herein set forth, can be relied 
upon. I wish to give credit to D. C. Nellis, of Topeka, 
Kansas, for wost of the information relative to Christian, 
William and Johannes Nellis, and their early settlement with 


the Falatines on the Mohawk; also to George H. Fassett, of 


Ashtabula, Ohio, for many of the records of the J. I. D. Nel- 


iia wad ioe’ farilies. 


Cleveland, 0., Oct. 15, 1896. A. W. Nellis. 
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THE PALATINATE, 
The German Palatinate is situated in South 
Western Germany, with the Rhine for its eastern boun- 
/ dary and Alasce and Lorraine embracing it on the west 


' and south. Its principal towns are Speyer, Zwei- 


| brucken and Landau. The War of the “Spanish Succes- 


' sion” aided by the Triple Alliance” of England, Hol- 
‘Land and Gernany egainst France in 1702, occasioned 

' the invasicn cf Gernany by French troops through the 
' Falatinate te the Rkine teyond. 

The victcries of Ondenerde, Ramillies and 
: Elenhein dreve the French from the Danube acress the 
, Rhine, through the Pealetinate into Alasce and Lor- 
sat ne, Eut the often tremping of soldier feet, both 
‘French and the centired allies, became very wearisome 
to the Paletines, whe concluded thet their lecation 

' gave then altogether too much prominence en the check 
_erboard of European royalty, for while those who were 
“dressed in purple end fine linen” might be enjoying 


the geme, these were having the life blood trempled 
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THE PALATINES, 


Not seeing any immediate, or even remote, 
prospect of being rid of their burden caused by war, 
a lerge nunber of the Palatines in 1709, who were 
staunch Lutherans, through their pastor, Josbva Koch- 
erthel, cf Zweibrucken, vetitioned Queen Annie, of 
England, through the Eritish Eoard of Trade, to as- 
sist them in their trcubles and to provide for their 
transvortation to dmerice. They preyed her Reyal 
Highness to te located in the province cf New York, 

Queen Annie, needing the service of faith 
ful ones to previde nateriels for the building of her 
navel vessels, concluded it would be a gcod plan to 
grent their reavest and locate them in the province 
of New York cn the Mohawk River and Schoherie Creek, 
Khere plenty cf pine trees would furnish work for 


them in meking pitch and tar, as well as preparing 


Sen ae er ee ee ee a ee 
a ln cer NEE 


timbers for the ships that were to be built. The Pal 
atines were assured of proper transportaticn and sefe 
location in the portion of the province designated. 

Queen Annie conmissicned Col. Rebert Hunter as Gover- 
nor of New York end instructed hin to provide fcr the 


Peletines accorjing to the cremises nade thez. 
. | 
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THEY EMIGRATE, 


Under Governor Runter’s supervision, ten 
shies were loaded with 3,000 Paletines at Leith fron 


ybich vort they set sail early in the year 1710, and 


/ ‘seven of these arrived safely in New York Eay,et the 


islend now known as Governor’s Island, on June 13th 
of same year. ¥eny of the Palatines died during 
their rough passese. The nunber cf these buried at 


sea was) 470, 


NELLIS BROTHERS. 


Anmcng the Paletines then landed in New York 
were three brothers, William, Christian end dJchannes 
Nellis, all nenbers of the Lutheran Church; who, be- 
ing the first of the name to land in America, deserve 
to be followed in their wanderings until happily set- 


tled. 
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THEY LOCATE. 


Governor Bunter, instead of immediately lo-| 


! 
cating the Palatines on the Mohawk and Schohberie Riv- 


ers, according to the contract made with them, pur- 





chased 6,000 acres of woodland from Robert Livingston 


on the Hudson River within the present limits of Col-' 


umbia end Dutchess Counties. The price paid was | 
| 


Yew York currency, equal to £1,000. U. &. money. On 
these lands he temporarily located these people and 
contracted with Livingston, in the name of the Queen, 
to furnish food, clothing end other necessities, to 
the new comers while they labored for the English 
Queen. But Livingsten, like contractors the world 
over usually do, “looked ovut” nore closely for “No.1” 
than for the welfare or comfort of the Palatines, who 
consequently fared but slinly. A part were located 
on the east side of the Hudson at a place then jal of) 
East Camp, and another part on the west side of the 
river, which place was then, and ever since, callej 


Fest Camp. 
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DISCONTENTED, 


After enduring their hardships for a little 
more than one year, our Germans concluded they rould 
| look out for thenselves, as they were either wholly 
nevlested or else opvressed, by the revresentatives 
ef the English government. A large number of then, 
insluding the Nellis brothers, started out late in thé 
suzmer of 1712 and hewed a reed through the forests 
over the Catsvill Mountains to the Schoharie River. 

They had no horses or other enimals to as- 
sist then in their journey. EFech nen was loeded with 
whatever iaplements of toil or housekeeping they were 


fortunate enough to possess, Every nan’s frau was 


similarly loaded. On reaching tne top of a beautiful 


mountain cn their journey, tney stopped to look and 
enjoy the orosvest uo and down the mighty Hudson Riv- 
or: The mountain and prospect were so pleasing to 
then that they called it Helleberg, or the Shining 
Mountein, a name which has since been corrupted to 


“Helderburg”. 





| 


SCHORARIE SETTLEMENT. | 





These Palatines reached the Schoharie BLY se 

late in the autumn, and, of course, at conse connensed| 
| 

to build thenselves log hcuses for hones. Their prin-| 


cipal and aJmost only means of subsistance was the 


| 
bountiful supply of game with such nuts as they were | 
eble to find. One man was fortunete encugh to be able 
to purchese a peck of wheat at Schenectady, which he 
carried on his back forty riles to Schoharie the fall 
ef bis arrival, and with the helv cf cthers he hoed 
recently cut down. They had no plows and this was 
their only means of cultivation. In the spring the 
vlants cane up finely but so far avart they were able 
to hoe then like Indian corn, which caused them to 
grow all the nore rank. At harvest tine every ear was 
gathered and from one peck of seed was procured eighty 
pecks of grain, enough to supply a gocd many of the 


it in the ground between the stumps of trees they had 
people with seed the following year. 


— 
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SETTLERS TROUBLED. 


After a few yeers at Schoherie Settlenent, 


the Faletines found new difficulties in the fect that 
they cculd cbtein title te but very little of the lend 
ee hed settled upon. Many ef then egein took up 
| the line cf merch and journied sovtbward inte the Frov 
t Pree of Pennsylvania. Among them was Johannes Nellis, 
,frer whem sprung the Nellises now found in Western 
'Pennsylvenie. This tranch of the Nellis fanily is 


net treeted of further in this recerd. 


PALATINE, 
chrievien and William Nellis, with others, 
left the Schoharie Settlement in 1720 and pushed on up 
the YVohewk River until they reached the site of the 
cresent Palatine Church in Montgomery County,New York, 


here they Located end built themselves homes efgain. 


CHRISTIAN NELLIS. 

Christian Nellis and 26 other Paletines, on 
the 19th day of October, 1723, procured a patent for 
12,000 acres cf land lying mostly in the present town- 
ghip of Palatine and known as the “Stone Arabia Pat- 


Opt? 


Swe 
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NELLIS AND KLOCK PATENT. 


Willian Nellis and George Klock, another of 
ithe Palatines, later procured a patent for a snaller 


t 


itract of land lying in the vicinity of the present vil 
| 
age of St. Johnsville, and the hamlet cf Palatine 
tee. 

iGhurch. This trect was then known as the Nellis and 


Klock Patent. Willien Nellis’s wife wes a sister of 


| 
| 
: | 
George Klock, and they were the parents of five sons, 
whose names were Andrew, Ludwig (Lovis), Henry, Jo- 

| bannes (John) and William, Jr. 

| Hilliem Nellis svent his Life clearing a 
farn in his chesen locality, and making it yield a liv- 
ing for hinself and family. Bcew he prospered, when he 


died,or his age at death is now unknown. He was one of 


the principal ones interested in the building of the 





first Lutheran Church at Stone Arabia in 1744, on the 





site of the present church-edifice. 


STONE ARABIA CHURCH. 


In 1729 the Palatines, who settled Stone Ar- 


‘church at that place. Part of them were Lutherans and 


part Calvinists. They united in the building cf a log 


i 


jabia, perfected arrangenents for the building of a 
I 
| 
; 
;church and occupied it alternately until 1744. Christ- 
ian and William Nellis and 10 others represented the | 


iLutherans in this transaction. 


CHRISTIAN WELLIS. 


Christien Nellis, the fether of David Nellis, 
was cne cf the three original Nellis brethers that 
cene over with the Palatines in 1710. He was born on 
the River Fhine in Germany. The date of his birth is 
not known. As described in previous chapter, he fol- 
lowed the fortunes cf the Palatines until their set- 
tlement at Schoharie, and later in 1720, advancing up 
the Mchawk to the present townsbip of Palatine. Here 
he with others procured a patent for a large tract of 
lend on which he settled es described on page 15. The 
recerds shew thet Christian Nellis had seven sons, 

David, Christian, dJr., Robert, adam, George, Henry 
end Theobcld. Christian Nellis took an active part 
during the war of the Revolution. He was one of the 
Falatine Committee of Safety end a Minute Man in Col- 
.onel Klock’s regiment. This femily was one of the | 
wealthiest and test femilies in the Palatine District., 
After the war Cbhristien Nellis went to Timmerman’s 
“Vill where his horses took fright, ran away and he was, 
killed. He left a gcod memory, bout, Like all good sen 
of that day, he was very sectarian, being a Lutheran, 
and it is said that his sons Henry and George acknonw- 

ledged their faith in that creed to possess lands, 
which their father would not give them as disciples of, 
Calvin. (See Fronteersmen of New York). Christian 
Nellis with his t#o sons, Henry and David, helped to 
build the Palstine Stone Churosh. 





| 
| 
| 
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ae grandfather of A. W. Nellis, 3. GC. Nellis and 


breeches andi knee buckles as was the custom of the tine 


DAVID NELLIS. 
David Nellis, son of Christian Nellis and 
father of John D. Nellis, grandfather of J. I. D. Nel- 


lis, great grandfather cf Reubin Nellis, and great, 





John R. Nellis, was born December 25th, 1729,and died 


a Farner: he had one son, John D. Nellis, 


1 four daughters. He was small of statue, and wore short 


He helved to build the crisinal Palatine 
Stone Church, whith is yet standing about one nile 
west of Palatine, and near St. Johnsville, New York. 


It is the oldest Protestant Churoh in America, west 





of a Line drawn through Albany and Washington. A 
ord of the time giving the names and sums paid by 
each, is as follows; to wit:- 


Peter Waggoner, paid 
Andrew Reber, s 
William Nellis, dJr., 
Andrew Nellis, 

Johannes Nellis, 

Johannes Hess, 

Jenry Nellis, 

Christian Nellis, 

David Nellis, 








And William Nellis, the father of Willian, 
Ir,, Andrew, Jobannes end Henry Nellis, peid for the 
making of the spire, etc., to the steeple of the 


” 


shuroh, and Hendrick W. Nellis gave the plot of ground 
cn weioh it was built. The William and Christian Nel- 
lis that helped build this church, were the two broth- 
ers that cane over with the Palatines in 1710. They 


were a long lived race in those days. The old Stone 





Shureh in Palatine was not destroyed by Johnson’S army 
Juring the raid October 19th, 1780, when'few building 


esz220ei burning. About 1¢€¢23 a visitor fron Canada 


is 


areél Nellis cane to visit relatives of that name near 
St. Johnsville. Fron hin it was learned that General 
Jchnson promised a party by the name of Henry Nellis 
defere he left Canada that he would not burn the Stone 
Shurch at Palatine. It appears that this Canada Nel- 
lis hai helped build the church and used his influence 
to have it spared, This Fenry Nellis noved to Canada 


in 1772 and his desceniants are the Canadian Nellis r 





now hear of. The Palatine Chursh was renodeled in 18360 


| 


end is yet standing. The inssription over the door of 
the 2hursh reads as folloxs; viz: 
“Built in the year of Christ 1770, The 1@th August”, 


a 


20 


The interior of this church having been re- 
nodeled, its gallery renoved, its front door closed 
and two doors opened at the easterly end, June 18th, 


1268, it was rededicated. 





On Thursday, August 18th, 1870, the centen- 


ary anniversary of its dedication, a celeodration took 
place to counenorate its one hundreth birthday. There 
were fully 5,000 people oresent and addresses were 
maie by Rev. C. A. Smith, Hon. Horato Seymour, and 
others. A part of ¥r. Snith’s remarks were historic- 
al and exseedingly interesting. After speaking of 
the coming hither of the ancestry of its early German 
Norshioers, of a hundred years ago, he observed: 
“Sone of you remenber the old steesle, tall, graceful, 
and well proportioned; as an ovjest of beauty it Has 
far in advance of the one that has susceeied it. The 
weather cock that was pvershed on the very pinnacle, 
always breasted the storm, and looked bravely in the 
fase of every wind”, “You renember the pulpit as it 
was modeled 100 years ago, and where it stood before 


the entrance door, and the old queer pews with their 


igh, straight backs, that made sleeping in church 


very insonvenient. The oulvit, you remnenber, was 








shaved like a goblet, stem and all, and it had a sound 
ing board overhead which was intended to arrest the 

preacher’s words, and fling them back upon the ears 

ef the worshivers. The pulpit wes slate eclored and 
the pers were e dress cf Epanish brown. That was the 
treveiling taste 100 years ego, for the dwellings had 
the seme tints, Srvanish brown outside and slate color 
within. Sone cf you renemter the triengle that hung 
in the cld steeple, but that now has been rerleced by 
2 sweet toned bell. The pulpit has given plase to one 


f rere scderr econetrucsticn”. Near the close cf his 


9 


edirese, he seid “If the number in the church should 
inzrease so as to reocuvire a larger edifice, he would 
te willing to see the church destroyed and a new one 
brid e.* 

Uvon the theme of destruction, Gov. Seymour 
sveke as follows: “If the reovirenents cf this conmnu- 
nity ever demand e larger place of worship, build a- 
ne and upon sone other spct. For the seke of your 
fetbers, whose memories and deeds we cherish: for the 
seke of yourselves and posterity, I beg of you net to 
teér down the old landmerk. Let it stand as a monu- 


sent to the love of Ged and the religicus liberty ef 


ee 


a2 


its builders”. Six cheers were preoposed and hearti 
ly given at the close cf his address. (See Fronteers- 


men of New York, by ds R. Simins, Vol. I, page 281). 


This Palatine Church, as the recerd shows, 
wes built alnost entirely by Christian and Willien | 


Nellis and their sons. 
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JOHN D. NELLIS. 


FROM A Painting. 


Mapg im 1825, 
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BORN 17665, 





JOEN D. NELLIS, 


Jehu 0. Nellis, fether of J: I. Ds Nellis, 


crandfather of Reubin Nellis, and great-grandfather 


ef Au Us Nellis, EE. C. Nellis and John R. Nellis,was 
bern Degesber 10th, 1755. John D. Nellis merried a 
Ridow Keller, whose husbend wes killed in the Revolv- 
ticnery far. Her meidern nane was Garlock. She hed 
twe sens ty her first kusband, Mr. Keller, and one 
devehter whe died in infancy. The oldest son was 
Jeocb Keller, who married and hed a large fanily.The 
in theese days gave all the preperty te the old- 
sc Jascb inherited all the property of his 
fsther. Renry Keller, the younger son, was given 
2 farn by his stepefather, John D. Nellis. John D. 
Nellis end Yrs. ¥ery Keller hed six children, viz. 


YVarried. Died. 
John I[.D.~Nellis, 
Born 1783. Feb. 24, Elizabeth Klock. Dec. 53, 1848 
David Nellis. 
Born 1785. July 3, Young 
Nancy Nellis, , 
Born 1787. Feb. 11, Daniel Ferguson, No Record. 
Barnhart Nellis, 
Born 1790. Feb. 1, Catharine Keller, Aug. 10, 1847 
Maria Nellis, 
Born 1792. June 14, Joseph Bruce. Ko Record. 
Devid Nellis, 


Born 1795. March 4, In infancy. 
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Jobn D, Nellis had crown hair, was good 
|; size, well prooortioned, fine looking nan, with 
| 
round fase and fine features, 
| John D, Nellis was a “Minute Man” during 
| the Revolutionary War, farning his Land when not 
: in service. He belongei to the Palatine Reszinent 

soda aed st by Colonel Klock. The “New York State 

Archives”, The Revoluticn, Vol. I, Page 434, gives 
the nanes cf 31 Nellis soldiers that served during 
the years 1778 to 1783. ‘fugust 8th, 1777 his regi- 
ment was in the battle of Oriskany. Ohristian and | 


Philio fellis, his cousins, were in the sage bettle. | 





him a cripple for life. In this tattle General Fer- 
kimer wes nortelly wounded and meny of his officers 


and brave Paletines were killed. As an instance 


of the fatality to meny cf the Palatines in this bat- 
tle might be mentioned the fast, thet seven by the 
name of Snell were killed: nine of this name parcip- | 


itated in the fight, two only lived to return to 





Palatine. The nest of the fighting was against the 


then the Indian would run uo 2nd shoot him. General 


Philip Nellis was weunded in the shoulder, it made 
Indians who would watch till sone seldier shot, and 
| | 
| 
| 


ferkiuer, when he discovered how the Indians were 
doing, ordered two fellows behind each tree, and 
this soon made them stop this game, 

The nemes of John D. Nellis, Philip Nel- 
lis ani Christian Nellis, ere inscribed on the Or- 
istany Vcrnunent, which has been erected to connen-—- 
crete the battle. 

This Regimert of Celonel Klock, to which 
John D.“Yellis beleonged,wes in ective service fron 
Fet. 1€th to Aug. 18th, 1779, and from ¥Karch 10th 
to fentenber 1st, 1780, They were also WYinute Xen 
and celled into service on different alarms to op- 
pose the conmon enemy between October 1780 and Yay 
172%. (Page 542, Annals of the Revolution). This 
Recsiment was with Gates Army at the Battle cf Sar- 
atoga, but had been detached and were 20 miles a- 
way when the battle conmmenced.They hurried forward 
but the battle was over vefore they could reach the 
ground. 

I will state here, that William Nellis, 


who was one of the original Nellises that cane over 


with the Palatines (See pageii) was one of 40 Pal- 


atines that volunteered in 1711 for an expedition 
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against Canada, which at that time belonged to the 
French. This statement taken fron Documentary His- 
tory of New York, Vol. IIT, page 571. 411 of ‘this 
goes to show that the Nellis family were not lack- 
ing in courege cr patriotism. The records enly show 
one individual, Henry Nellis, who symvathized with 
the Tories. (See page 19).This Renry Nellis went to 
Canade during the tar cf the Revoluticn. He oe 


instrumentel in saving the Falatine Store 


Dt h et 


qa 


r 
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the time of the reid of the British and Indians un- 
der Johnson and Jce Brandt threvugh the Y¥Yohewk, Oct. 
13th, 1780. Henry Nellis had recuested that they 
spare the church as he helped tuild it, and his 
heuse and the church were the only buildings left 
standing, except the “Fort Nellis”, to which the 
vecple fled on the approach cf the Indians. Fort 
Yellis stood a mile west of Palatine Church toward 
St. dJobnsville. (See Fronteersmen of New York, Vol. 
II, page 451) After 1780 the Palatine settlement 
Fas not again troubled by invasion and John D. Nel- 
lis married, as before stated. He inherited most 
of his father’s property being the only son. About 


the year 1810 he removed to Clockville, N. Y., and 


ee ee ee ee 


became engaged in farming and milling on a small 
scale, which mills were later enlarged and oxned 
by his son, J. I. BD. Bellin, William Fassett of 
Eshtabule, Ohio, now #1 years old, relates that he 
renenbers John 9. Nellis, who ebout the year 1845, 
was on @ visit. to Ashtabula, te see bis son J.I.D. 
end grand-children, whe at thet time were mestly 


living there. Fassett states that one evening, he- 


with several others, wes at the heme of J.I.D. anda 


that he (Fassett) had a fiddle on which he was play 
ing, thet John D. Nellis, then about 90 years old, 
get up and tried to dance, and that the sight ef his 
father at that ege trying to be a bey again, affec- 
ted » By Be thet be sried. 

Jonn D. Nellis died Va 


aged 24 years. 
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JOHN I. D. NELLIS. 


Ichn I. BD. Nellis, fether of Feubin Nellis 
na Erandaiepher of £5 We. Wellis, 8. 0. Wellis and J. 


cs 


¢ bern Feb. 24, 1783. Ee warried Eliz- 


teth Kleeck July 14th, 1205, and ked eleven children 


Vici 
Born. Died. 

pavid Nellis, 1°C8 May 5,. 1872 Oct. 6, 
Peuben Nellis, 1808 Meh. 80, 1856 June 24, 
urnhert Nellis, £820 Aug. 14, 1877 Mele Bly 
Elizabeth Nellis 1812 Sep. 286, 1890 Meh. .81, 
Nancy Nellis, 1815 Febs 22, 1865 Mehs 13, 
Saetherine Nellis 1827 Oct. Ly 1863 Aug. 14, 
John Nellis, TE20 Melhw 22, 1828 June vag 
Yary Nellis, 1€22 Feb. 13, 1859 Jan. EW 
Susen Nellis; 1824 Vay Be 1@26 Sept.24, 
Seorge Nellis, 1226 Jan. 24, 
Peter Nellis, 1828 Sept.29, 1855 Feb. 24. 


The child ren were all torn et Clockville, 

is twe miles south of the present town of Can- 

2astet2 on the line of the New York Central Railroad. 
tT. BD. Bellis, seine the oldest son, Ipberit 

sest of his fether’s prererty, but tefore the death 
cf his tether, became owner of the farm and mills 


befcre spoken of. J. I. D. Nellis prespered and be- 





came auite wealthy for those times. He had a Grist 
Mill, Saw Mill, Plaster Will and Carding ¥ill. A- 
bout 1840 he sold out his vroperty in Slockville and 
renoved with his family, which were not then aarried, 
or dead, to Ashtabula, Ohio. David, the oldest son, 
had aarried and settled in Harbor Creek, Pennsylva- 
nia: Reuben, the second son, came to Ohio in 1839, 
and it was throvzh his influence prinsioally that 


D. was induced to rove and settle at Ashtabu- 


Elizgebeth hed snarried Daniel ¥oot in 1841. 


Catharine “ married Parly Richmond” 1832. 





John diet at age cf £ years in 1229. 


Susan died at age of 2 years in 12264. 


‘ 
This Left Barnnart, Nansy, “ery, George, 
and Peter, who sate with J. I. DO. to Ashtabula. A 
further history of all the shildren cf J.1.0. Yel- 


lis will be given on succeeding vages. J.I.D0. Nel- 
Lis at this tine was about &7 years oid. faving a 
conpvetensy he did not engage in any active business 


cut besane noted throughout all that sestion as a 


stvecsulator ani money Lenier. Anong other trensac- 





ticns hé went to Keunee County and vurchased a large 


tract cf land st £2.50 cer acre. This lend 


is neer 


the vresent town of Elmcre, Obio, it in tine became 

very valuable. : Givided up tetxeen the scons 

ret David Nellis moved on te the land end finally 
of the greater cart. Sore cf the 


ef David Sellis are new oecuvying vert cf 


Anctcer cf his entercrises was the pur- 
Ecat Clevelana”. This teat ras 

thet ever ran cn the 
-etxveen Buffale end 


cleveland, storpi i Conneaut, Ashtabvule, 


Painesville. Captein Shepherd, of Adsbtabula, 


was capntein and had @ smell interest in the boat. 
kevuven Nellis was clerk, Gecrge Nellis ected es 
steward and Peter Wellis as engineer, so it came 
very néear being a Wellis family beat. This was te- 
fore the days of railrceds ebout 1850, and was at 
the time considered a greet echievement. Pecole 
ceme in froz long distense on the days the tcat 
ees excest : A it with nore wender thap 


they would at the present day. 
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Nellis was viewed with great awe and vointel 
“That is the nan thet oxns the Stean Foat”. 
The yriter (A. 7. Nellis) renezters when 


11 years old, of teking e trio with his fath- 


and nother from Ashtabula to Cleveland e2ni back 


this boat. 
for 2 nuzber of yeers and then sol3 
of Detroit who ran it on nis line till the demeni 
same for Larter costs, when te hai it sharzed ove 
intc a seedling vessel. 

J. I. D. Hellis was one of the original 
abolitionists and was associeted with Joshua F.Sid 
dings, 8. F. Weide, and others, in crcoctings the 

ause cf freceten. It was known that Vr. Nellis bad 
nizing clase where he secrete? the fugitive sleves 
S1ili sesh tise I forwarded with sat 
ty of ‘tasir way The slave owners cf 
Regtccky finasli¥ get en ¢x 
numoer cf Ashtebula County citize: arrested by a 
Jnited States marshall for violating the fugitive 
Slave Lan. My, tells s;, Dr. Henry Yarris, Janes 
Hall were sone cf those arrestei. 


tail and then fcuzght the case 
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te: scutberners gct tires of it and dropred the suit. 
te:ceon F. Chese volunteered his services to defend 
' gheee Bafties in cage they needed hin, bot he was 
: art sei les of. 
Susk in frief ere @ fer cf the fasts ie 
; 
vererd to the life send doinge ef Grendfsather Nellis. 
f spn te regdily sieen from the fiereégcing thet he 
oo ¢ wide sxeke, £00o cCoriness gap, and thet bis 
| eecutation as teins smert and reliebdle wes well 
7 errpres. ve wae about 5 feet, 2@ inobee tell, and 
| scizrheg about i60, e straight, well formed man. He 
| sicd at Ashtatule, December 3, 1842, aged o¢ years. 


Grandmother Klizebeth Klock Nellis died 


i gertecter 28th, L275. (See page 149) 








REUBIN NELLIS. 
COPY FROM A DAGUERREOTYPE TAKEN IN 1853. 
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REUBEN NELLIS 
Second Son of J. E, GB. Bellas. 
er oy 
Vane. Born Married. 
Peuycer Nellis 1803 Meh, 20: 1840 Jan. 


Died 1856 June 24, 


Selly Almira Nellis, 1813 May 3: 
peck — 1705 fom 1 


Children. 

Alfred Warner Nellis 1241 
doael —/5 03 

nosrer Ccok Nellis 1244 


Reuoen Nellis 1247 


Died 1871 Nov. 11. 


(See future pages for life of A.#.,H.C.é J.R.Nellis)| 


Our fether, Reuben Nellis, was born at 
TLOGUVILL 6 By X ¥ 1 § 1, 1808. Gernen was 
the language used until he left home, and as school- 
ing ¢@ time w2s not considered necessary, he 
was keot at werk on his fatber’s farm, or attending 
Ps 


one of his various tills, till he became of age: 


tren re hired cut to his father for two or three 


yeers end saved uv his 
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buy himsclf a horse and wagon, which he fitted up to 


carry the old fashioned wooden clocks. He secured 

a stock of clocks and started out with then. At 
that time clocks were a great rarety ani he had no 
trouble to find custoners that wanted them, the 
crincinvel trouble was to find custoaers that sovld 
raise the money to buy one, as clocks brought fron 
twenty five to fifty dollars each, and money was 
scarce. This was before the day of railroads, and 
the clocks had to be transvorted from Connecticut 
py teans. 

Business vrosvered with hin, however, ani 
cy hard work and good managenent he gradually ao- 
cumulated more cavital, and extended his base of 
overations westwerd. He would rave the closks deliv- 
ered to some central voint and from there he would 
take and disvose of then. In this way he workei 
through Western New York, a part of Canada, and as 
far west in Ohio as Ashtabula. “nile in Canada 
ne visited and made his headouarters with the de- 
scendants of the Henry Nellis that woved there fren 
Palatine in 1781. While in Canada he also oecare 


acavuainted with the Fassett family, whom he later 
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on induced to move to Ashtabula, and one member of 
which family (Renry Fassett) married a sister (Mary 
vellis) as dessribed on vege » Also one member 
of tnés Fassett farily (Yerietta Fassett) narried 
ores Hell,and they ere the parents of ‘ary Louise 
Zall-Yellis. Thus it transpired that father’s trip 
to Canede in 1234, furnished me with the dearest of 
‘elevates in 1267. During the winter of 1235 and 


122¢, father attended 2 


m”™ 


elect school kevt by Mr. 


» @t bemox, Medisen Co., VB. F. He con- 


sijersd the school his vacation fror hard work of 
traveling. 4 warn friendsbipv svrang uv between Vr. 
Zekxer ani hinself, and for aany years they visited 


e¢eoh ether ani kept upd a correspondence. Father 
emoreced every opovortunity to educete himself end 

secon ras able to kcld his own on any ground. Con- 
stant travel for 3 years and contact with nany dif- 


erent 


earl 


lasses cf peovle, would tend to sharpen a 


oO 


zen’s wits, and the fact that all this tine he suc- 


and maié money would show that he must have 
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wits about him. Besides Germéen, he learned 
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bis travels, to sveak English and French. 
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used in Canade to a large extent, and 


ru 


46 





when he worked into Western New York and Ohio, fng- 
lish wae used. 

4s showing father’s ability as a convosi- 
tion writer and the tendency of his thought, at the 
close of tnis article will be inserted a comvosition 


moicn he wrote and read before Vr, Baker’s school 


=i 


Des. 1336. The original manuscrivt is still ovre- 
served. During two or three of the last years he 
was in the clock business, he fitted out teans and 
hired men to travel and sell for him. Fis brother 
Barnhart Nellis, worked for hin and cane through to 
Ashtaoula in his envloy. Uo to tois tine father 


had been traveling, and being now 41 years of age, 


® 
o 
4 
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and having acouired ouite a good start, ne evid 


1 


ly thouzgnt it tine to settle down and have 2 hon 


uw 


of his own. This idea sccn became 2 fixed fact. 
During soze of his trins to Jnionville, Lake County, 
Ohio, he met our notner (Sally Alaira Warner) ani 


scon decided toat the world contained no otner girl 


for hin. 
Business nust have been 2C00G ud tpat way 
for he manazed to be at the werner hone auite often. 


It was not long before there was a mutual attash- 
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See “iarner” family, page /¢S In April 1838, father 


1 nile east of Ashtebdula on the south ridge road. 


4¢ 


nent forned and they were engaged to be married. 
purchesed of Amasa Castle, a farm situated about 


Trere w2s @ log house but this was torn down and a 
criozy hovse built. It was not very large but a good 
sonforteble house, and it is standing today as built 
in 123°. dJanuery ist, 1840, father and mother were 
aarrieS at Unionville, and for a wedding trio they 
drove to their new house, which was all furnished 
reedy to comnerce house-keeping. Father worked this 
farn for six years, but becan:ie discouraged with it, 
as the Ashtabule River which ran through it had a 
habit of overflowing its banks, and carrying off 
fence and destroying crops, so he ecle the farm to 

a Mr, bandon, and it yet remains in the possession 
ef tne Landon fanily, a grandson of the original 
Curchasers now occuoyings it. 

Father then moved to Unionville where he 
rented a farm which he worked for two years. The 
following sunmer be accepted a position as Glerk on 
the Steam-bost Cleveland,which belonged to his fath- 


er, as recorded in a previous chapter. After sail- 
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ing one season ani finding it impossible to over- 
come a@ tendency to sea-sickness, he decided to aban- 
don a life on the rolling deep. 


ds Le DO. Nelblis died Det. Srd, 1849, and 


by bis will avvointed father executor of his estate, 


whieh anounted to about Fifty Thousand Dollars. 
Father oualified as executor and settled the estate 
in a very short time, to the satisfaction of all. 


About this tine he was in active speculation in real 
estate. He bought and sold several farms, and 
Dougnt varcels cf land which he allotted to good ad- 
vantage. In looking over his tavers, I found fif- 
teen different deeds of real estate, nade to hin be- 
tween the dates of 1248 and 141856. Father always 
took an interest in nilitary natters, HE studied 
niliteary tactics and was promoted from a private 
till he besame colonel cf a regiment of nilitia. 
This was about the tire of the Mexican War. The Mil- 
itary svirit ran high; there were frequent meetings 
for drill practice ani Colonel Nellis on his 2ilk 
white horse was a fanilier figure. He would have 
volunteered ani gone to the war, were it not for the 


entreaties of mother. Again in 1849, at the time 
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of tne gold excitement in Californie, he desired to 





go there with a number that went from that section 


tut wes orevailed cn not to go. His love for wife 





ani children was pvaranovrt. 








In Decenber 1848, he purchased from the 





Crane estate, five acres of land situated on the 










sorner of Lake and Prosvect Sts., Ashtatula, Ohio. 







For this land he vaid $500.00, and at once moved 
his fanily to @ house on the opposite corner and 
sommenced the erestion of a fine resiiénce on his 


nex ourahese. 








Father worked very hard this winter, drar- 









ing stone and timber, and we think laid the founda-~ 









tion for the lung trouble which later caused his 
















death. This house at the time, 1849, wes considered 





the finest dwelling in Ashtebula. It was occuvied 


cy our farily until 18é¢¢6, when the place was sold 





te Lebin Shernen for $10,000. Mr, Snerzen, soon 
after removed the old house @ shcert distarce north 
eof its forner site, and erested a new and more nod- 


€rn style of house, which he still occupies. The 










fruit ani shede trees on and about the place were 















all set out by father, and came into bearing before 
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the place was sold. There were seven different 
kinds of fine cherries, eight varieties of apples, 
besides most all kinds of small fruits. One year 
after the completion of his house, father was in- 
duced by Reverend Pomeroy to undertake the sale of 
the Howe Sewing Machine Patent in the State of Elli- } 
nois. This was the first sewing machine invent- 

e1, and fatber xnew fron his exverience as a sales- 


| 


man that the right could easily pe disvosed of. ie 


and he hed a very rough passage. He was nost con- 


| 
started by boat for Chicago. It was in the fall | 


stantly sea-sick, and during one of his severe retch-! 
ings, he felt something break in bis lungs, and te | 
imasdiately raised clear blood to the amount of near- 
ly a pint. fe returned hone as soon as voossible 

and did everything in his power to reccver his health, 
He went to New York City to consult a Dr. Fitch,w#no 
at that tine was professing to sure lung trouble by 
inhalaticn of vavor orodused by steenving his nedi- 
cine. On this trip ie was accomvenied by denry 
Fassett, of Ashtabula, who relates that, it being wi 


winter, for cetter vrotection, father wore an over- 


coat made fron a vduffslo robe, and that the hackmen 
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ong others in New York were afraid of him, thinking 


~e was a bad nan from the fest. The first summer 


siter bis attack, he went to Marouette, Lake Sunp- 


2 


Zor bis health, as it was reported thai the 


at 
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m 
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jee air and balsaz fir of that secotior would be 


-ereficial. On this trip he teok elons his broth- 
er, Seorge Nellis. The sescnd winter he took all 
-is fanily ani went to St. Jobnsville, N. Y¥. 680 as to 


“ve ¢ steatier slimete ther that of the lake shore. 
Tt x28 at this tize that the writer first saw the 


citi Ealatine Chureh, built by the Nellis family in | 


™ 


-—- 
~a 
~a 
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dessribed on vage 18. The second sunmer, 


~ 
wo 
tf” 


5: 
cr 


€, with wcther, drove a large fine horse and cov- 


n 
~ 
0 

a 
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‘rriege from ashtabule te Medisor, W#iscensin, 
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ok, They were gone three mentbs and met with 


‘ 
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te 


ny adventures, as at that tize sone of the coun- 


ry traverse3 was cortaretively new. “e children 


cr 


’ 
vere left in the cere of Uncle D@évid Nellis, who 
then lived in part of the hceuvuse of Grandmother Wel- 


Be 


» #8 Unole and Aunt were away at Elmore most of 


Ze, we 214 not get mush care to speak of. 
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Thet winter father soent at home. There 


ue 


§ nC s0udt but what bis strong will and constent 
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fight for life prolonged his days, Too 


not be said in vraise of the vatienc+, c-n 


and loving kindness of nother, exhibited throvgh all 


these three years of father’s sickness. For months 
at a tine he was sonfined to his ted and alnast 
helrless and she, fron shois 

puree, endupniztae ©% si. 

end. 

Yatber had no ted habits of any kind. 
never swore, or dranx intoxicating Liouors, nor 
used tobacco in any fora He vaid his debts, was 
never arrestei cr sued in his life, He was an 


tive nenber of the Prestyterian Shurch. 





Father diei veacefully June 24th, 1856, 
surrounded by his family and friends. 


He was buried on the fanily lot in Chest- 





Comcvosition 
- yritten cy Feuben Nellis, while attending - 
cf James Boker 


winter of 12836 


ldvanteages of Winter. 


is no seascn that kas not some 
snare sulier to itself. We admire the sonzer 
coutrs on ascount cf their balmy breezes, their dec- 
orating tne kills and vallies with verdure, and 
tneir causing the sweet scented and fragrant blos- 
fold tneir beauties and perfume the air 
end call from their retreat the feather- 


thet warble such enchanting melody,and 


the lover of solitude retires to his even- 


in the grove, he stands 

and enrertured, while the 
xecdlands are sade vocal with their notes- but all 
tre objects would cease to charn were we to have no 
veriety. How Little attention we vey in evtumn to 


the foliege, with which our forests are clothed, 
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and which we but a few months vrevicus gazed upon 








with nuch adniration. Our constitutions, our very 
natures require it. Then winter is certainly nec- 


= 


cessery to our enjoying the other seasons with 4 





orover zest. But, winter is not destitute of 


sharms, ani however some may view it, it fulfills 







in every respect tne design of the great Franer of 













the Universe, And in benalf cf those who throug 


p- 





ignorance or vrejudice, gare ant to comvlain or find 





fault with tris season, I am going to describe sone 









of those vleasures which it furnishes for our sen- 





ses and for our bearts. Notwithstanding all na- 





ture is clothed in a hoary garment, it cheers the 





eye of the beholder. #ven a single flake of snow 






considered with attention, affords wonders, how 






regular is the synetry of its shave, and how infin- 






ite the numbers that fall fron the air! See the 





orests and groves bend under the white Curtains 






woich sover then as with a veil to hide their want 








of leaves cr then fron the rags of the 









nortinern tenxve 


Can the heart renain unnoved 













amid a scenery Like this, which is by the Creator 






designed to charm and pleese tne eye? He that 
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against Providence on account of tne winter 
is really to be pitied, and I fear such will not 
in soring but will be as insensible as 


seeson, However desolate all nature may 





acpeer in the eyes of some, she is nevertheless 8 
nesterviese of Divine worknenshipv, and it is our 
ness alone which hides her beauties. There 
are sone rays of beauty and wisdom shining in every 
we are pot apt to follow nature in all her 
but we only adzire and are attentive to such 
things @¢s strike the senses most forcibly and flat- 
ter our tessiors most. In this resvest nany resemble 
brutes, that see the sun, moon, stars and all 
celestial bodies verforring their offices: they 
the vegetation svringing fron the earth, the 
rein end snow descending, but they do not Look away 
with greatful hearts to Him who is the bestower of 
éll these blessings. Our sovls wovld be filled with 
cretitvde end warnth towerd the creator were we 


rightly and attentively to consider the works of 


Sol in this season of the year. Then the air might 


te in commotion, the heevens becone temovestuous and 


ell nature strivoed ani dispoiled of her sweetness 





cut our souls night taste true pleasure in consider- 


ing the wisdom and goodness of the author. 


meditations will soften our passions and elevate 
our souls above tne spvheres of little ninds, and at 
all tites and in all seasons, the heart will te 


grateful, contented and haovy. 


Reuben Nellis. 
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CHESTUT GROVE CEMETERY LOT. 


The lot in Chestnut Grove Cenetery, where father was 
ried, is one selected by himself, and on which he placed a 


mall monument. On the death of J. I. D. Nellis, father sold 


the south zest corner of the*lot, for the burial place of his 


father and mother, and on which they were buried. On this 
corner of the lot, Feter Nellis was also buried. At time of 
toe dsath of Barnhart Nellis and his wife, Henry Fassett, as 
executor of the estate, bought the privilege of burying then 
on the northwest corner of the lot. As compensation for the 
Mr. Fassett joined “ith ia. S. A- Nellis and 
tos j of a nes monument, on we 
s of ell those then interred on ths 
Tnsre are no rifnts or ownershio for further burials 


is lot by any one, except those held by Mrs. S. A: Nellis 
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SALLEY ALMIRA WARNER-NELUS. 
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Sally Almire #arner- 


Our nother, Sally Almira Warner, oléesi 
of Nathan Werner, was born at UJnion- 
Vey Se3, 27725, #f fether at that tine 
years old be- 
There weré no car- 
days and she attended 
calling on herse-back. 
d often a source of 
ter about, beg and 
were €lso plentiful 
a tine when she 
to vieit e “segar Gear” 


ters were neking maple sugar, she sud- | 
herself close to a bear,which was drink- 
a “Slab trough”. Which was the most 
I have never deen able to find ont. At 


Nhen about 20 years old, 
was consigeredi cuite a “belle”. She was gooj 
od leoking and fond of good clothes, end not 
then. & good cold Yethbodist ninister 
@¢t one time to state in his sermon, 
there were tuc nembers of bis congre- 
that were setting a bad exanole by their gay 
atiire, He n3d reference to rother and a ¥iss 
“ixer, who had cone cut with new bonnets and long 
zreen veils. I think if thet ainister were living 
today and should attend some Faster service, he 
would think the exanvole had spread. This atyle, 
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however, aopeared to suit our father for within 3 
year from first acauaintance, Sally Ainira Varner 
and Reuben Nellis were married 3% Jnionville, Janv- 
ary Let, 1220, (See life of Reuden Nellis page 43 
fo 38. } 

MOther was nanedi as exec 
Riva eal She naanezed the estate 
in valus. fhe reared her tore 
of 9, 12 and 15 until they odes 
they always loved, honored and 
often asked bow she nanegsi to 
over her odoys, T think the 
ways evilent anxiety for their anfort end welfare. 
After the sale cf the resiienss on Frosvest Street, 
Asntaoula, O., notner acved to inesvill?, Ohio, 
where she purchased a vlace on Hrie Street, near 
her sister, “rs, fneline Axtell. Here she lived 
till when sne took rooms at the Stockwell House, 
where she retained till 1279. 

4. 3. Nellis, who was in the First National 
Pank of Painesville during this tine, renoving to 
Pioua, 9., in 1878, nother one yeer later elso aove? 
to Picua, and is now living with fProther iJoner, 

“Yotber is now 83 years old and in full pas- 
session of all her faculties; has never had a fit of 
sickness with exceotion of a fall sone three years 
since, which confined her to her ted adout two 


months. 


At this writing she is with us in Glevelani 


On @ Visa. 
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ALFRED WARNER NELLIS. 


67 


o 
a 
a 
ww 
z 
' 
4 
J 
< 
x 
uu 
es 
=) 
° 
a 


MARY 














69 


ALFRED W, NELLIS. 


Alfre #. Nellis, the complier of these 
sketches, is the cldest son of Revben Nellis and 
Selly Almirs Warner-Wellis, IT wes born November 
2nd, 1841, on a farm one mile east cf Ashtabvla,O. 
At birth my weight was 31/2 pcunds, and it is 
stated that fer several months, the only way I 
could ke hendled witk safety was on a pillow. At 
three years old, I have my first remembrance of 
any event, and thet was being run away with by a 
stan of horses whiok father hed left fer e moment 
unhitches . A guina hen fléw on the fence in 
front of the horses, and gave one of its péculiar 
souawks and eff tke kerses went. They ran about 
a nile when they were stonvned by Deacon WeDonald. 
There wes 4&2 high dash board to the wageon, and I 
stood un to thet and celled “Eo, Ho* for ell I was 


worth. The heard me and jumped over a fence, 


séized e rajl,end at greet risk te himself meneged 


to steno the teen. It was very muddy and I was plas- 


tered over with mud. T can remember I was taken 





into a log house and had to wait till some water 
could heat in an iron kettle over an oven fire,be- 
fore they could wash me off enough to take hone. 


ihen I was about 7 years old, father moved 


ing to learn to chew tobacco. Father’s hired man 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| to Unionville, Ohio,and my next experience Was try- 
used the weed, I borrewed a chew from hin, one trieél 
wes enough for me. IT have never taee used tobac- 
co in any forn. My next remembrarce is cf a trip 
on the Steen Poat Cleveland from Ashtabula te Cleve- 
land end return, as described cn sage 28. Although 
auite seasick on this trip, it did not break up ay 
desire to travel, as some subsequent events will 


socw, 


- 


Father moved tack te Asktabula when I was 


ten years cold, and I can renmenber many incidents 
connected with the building of the heuse, corner cf 


Prospect end Lake Streets. One in varticular was 


the finding- by the mason that laid the foundeticn- 


This arrow head was the starting point of my collec- 


! 
cf a fine flint arrow head, which he gave to me. 
tion of minerals, shells, etc., which 6t the vres- 
| 


ert tine anount to over 300 verieties. 


| 
| 
| 
] 
| 
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At 12 years old I was left one summer in 
care of Uncle David Nellis, while father and mother 
teok a cerriage trip to Wisconsin. It was during 
this sumzer thet I found cvt bew Eard it was to neke 
money, in scme ceses, T used to get up at three 

ck end welk three or fcur miles and rick tlack- 
berries and sell then et three cents per quart. I 


| 


also vared avrles st five cents ter bushel. I have 


rede some money easier since then, but nething thet 


T ever tock rcre rridé in. Another well renembered 
and interesting everroccurred etcut this time. My 
crothers, Ecemer end dohn, end myself, had ovr dagur- 
rectype taken by Uncle George Nellis. Ah copy of 
this victure can te found con next rage. Anpearences 
seer to indicate that sone cf us considered it a 
serictus metter. Father died when I was 15 years ae) 
and fron thet time cn I took held and did wy best 
to Keer things in order, look efter the tro Tarne, 
and the sever acres cf lend on the home place. For 
t ten yeers these three places kept me busy. In. 
considerec. myself otite en extert in farn mat 
In those days crcps seeped to yield better 


than at pres¢ri. Cne peck of potetoces to the hill, 





two good crops of clover, cut from the sare field 


each season, was neo uncommon yield. Corn, wheat, 
oats, Sorgumn, broon corn, with votatoes and other 
vegetables, were all rajsed at various times to 
good edvantage. In trimming and trensvlanting trees 
and shrubs, I became expert. At one time over 150 
young henlocks were gathered from the wocds end 
planted as a hedge, of the whole numoer only three 
died. ¥y wotto was that “fnything worth dcing at 
all, was worth doing well.” 

Being kept sc busy my school days were 
very irreguler, it often teing the case that only 
two or three months attendence wes nade during any 
cne year: bowever, by the tine I was 21 years old, 
IT had passed through all the different grades and 
graduated at the Ashtabula High School. During the 
winter of 1865, Edgar Hell, Fred Fassett, Willian 
Haskell and myself, attended Bastnan’s Conmerciel. 
Schcol at Fochester, WN. Y. We all had a pleasant 
and profitable tine. In the spring tefore return- 
ing home, I visited at Clockville, Little Falls end 
St.dohnsville, where father had teken me once be- 


fore, as stated on page 53. 








NELLIS BROTHERS. 


ALFRED, 12 - JOHN, 6 - HOMER, 9 
YEARS OF AGE. 


COPY FROM A DAGUERREOTYPE TAKEN BY 
UNCLE GEORGE NELLIS IN 1853. 
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It must net be understood that during my 
early years there wes no time for recreation. Skat- 
ing cn the Fiver to the Lake, sliding down Farmon 
Rec, trapping the nocturnal rabbitt, and sleigh 
riding, all received proper attention in the winter. 
In the suamer there were bunting and fishing par- 
ties, picnics, teat rides, chureh socistles, at all 


of which I seemed to be in good demand. 


In those days game was ouite plentiful, 


and to preserve sore of the fine svecimens that 
fell into ry hands, I learned the taxidermist’s 
art. My cclletion soon numbered cver 100 varie- 
ties of birds and aninals. They filled two ceses 
which were mede for the purpose. Soon after a new 
end larger case was built and the specimens were 
transferred te same. Not having room for scae of 
tke lerger birds, they were disposed of, the re- 
neinder having keot in good condition to this date, 
whick is new over 30 years. 

I cast ay first vote for Abrahen Lincoln, 
end have elways voted the Reputlicén ticket. During 
tre Wer ef the Rebellion, I joined the militia -and 


socn becane Corpcral. The Ashtabula Company, with 


= 
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others, went into canp here at Cleveland, on a va- 
cant lot on the west side of Willson Avenue, where 
Kennard Street now runs. St the time Kirby Snith’s 
army came up through Kentucky and threetened Cinzir- 
nati. Volunteers were celled for ty Governer Tod 

to go down there and defend the city. I was the 
first one to volunteer fren Ashtabula Geounty. ie 
soon raised @ company of about ¢0 and, after teing 
rigged out with old fashicned muskets, shot-guns, 
cotton knap-sacks and tin cups, we set fortn. bs 
good luck would rave it, ovr Company was placed on 

a steam boat to patrol the river; thus, we were stle 
to keep dry, had encugh to eat, svch as it was, and 


as ne rebels sbewed uv, we had cn the whcele cuite en 


easy time of it. In abcut two weeks, the denger 


having passed, we were sent home. Tn.ese volunteers 
were called “Squirrel FBunters”. Governor Tod, whe 
nes then governor of Ohio, sent the volunteers 4 
sertificete saying that “Cincinnati was menenced ty 
toe enezies of our Union: David Tod, 30vercr of Ohio, 
called cn the “Minute Men” of ihe State and the 
“Scuirrel Eunters” came by the theusands to the 


rescue. You, Alfred 4. Nellis, were cone of thes 
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and this is your honorable discharge. September 
42@2, David Tod, Governor’. 

In 1865 mother, as executrix, sold the 
bore Dlece corner Prospect and Lake Street , to 
bebin Shermen, Esq. She reserved the house just 
west with abcut one acre of land. This house had 
peen tuilt by fether shortly before his death for 
renting purposes. It was built to accommodate two 
ferilies, but we remcdeled same and occuvied it un- 
til ny renovel to Cleveléend in 1868. Mother re- 
-ained here until about 1870, when she sold the 
tlece to John Collins, whose widon still occupies it. 
In 1865, I went into the Fainesville Naticnal .Bank 
eg coca-xecoer- I was there only a short time when 
IT wes called hone to consummate the sale to Mr. 
Sherzen, and help mother move and remodel her new 
bene. After this was conpleted, I engaged to H. H. 
Fall, as clerk in his grocery and shoe store, and 


remained witk him till my removal to Cleveland in 


1822, 


co 


About 1865 I first became acauainted with 
| “éry Louise Hall, and from the first meeting there 


Seemed to be e mutual desire to see each other as 


eee 
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often as possible. In less than a year we becane 
engaged, with an agreement on my part to wait a- 
while till Louise became a “little older’. 

In 1866, George Hall moved with his fan- 
ily to Cleveland, Ohic, and then “true love” had 
a hard time of it till November 13th, 1867 we were 


married at Gleveland, Ohio, by Rev. Dr. foolcott., 





This step I have never in my life regretted and have | 


reason to telieve that Louise is eoually well con- 
tented. For our wedding trip, we went to Kutland, 
Vt. where we visited Silas Ghapman and wife, and 
daughter, Dorcas Chapman, Mrs. Chapman was an 
aunt of Mrs. Hall. @e also visited my uncle, Dan- 
iel Moot and family, at Clockville, N. Y. 

On our return we lived at 4shtabula till 
April 1869, when we came to Cleveland to live with 
George Hall, and have remained with hin ever since. 
For the first two years we lived in the Bond 
on Euclid Avenue, the next year in George i#. Howe’s 
house on Erie Street, then for a year in the second 
house east of St. Paul’s Church on Euclid Avenue, 
then we noved into ur. fall’s new house just cor- 


cleted, at 864 Euclid, where we have resided for 
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the lest 21 years. Here Ralph Hall Nellis was born 
June 3rd, 1875, end three years later, July 23rd, 
4£7E, Flore Nellis was born, both good, strong, 
healthy, eight rounders et birth. 

Tn dvril 186€, I went into Wr. Hell’s Fi- 
enc Store, 60 Public fovare, as collector and as- 
sistant book-keever, and about 1875, Mr. Hall, bav- 
ing given up ective manegement, I had general super- 
vision of the business. Soon efter I first entered 
the store, ¥r. Hall had as salesmen,besides himself, 


q. J. Wileor, d. F.. lsban, EF. FB. Bart, A. Fo. Black, 


I. D. Colvin, and also had local agents at Toledo, 


Fittsburgh, Sandusky, Korwalk, Ashtabula, Paines- 
ville, Hudson and various other pleces. He employed 
two tuners, Fotsford and Fhodes, John Brunton as 
cvolisher end three nen as porters and drivers. He 
was a great advertiser, baving a regular six inch 
svace in all the Cleveland papers cf that day. As 
I was depended on to sée that all attended to busi- 
ness and did their duty, as well es to settle with 
agents, keep books, and attend the cash drawer, it 
kept me busy for many years. Of the above, Filson, 


Slack end Colvin are deed. The rest sre scattered. 





St 
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T am the only one remeining of the original force. 


Vr. Hall, having discontinued advertising and grad- 


ually curtailed the business, the present helo con- 
sists of #. P. Francis and myself as salesmen and 


collectors, 4. M. Corner, Cashier and Care of ¥ort- 


Diet 


ages, ¥r,° Gill, Tuner, and A. J. Johnson, General 
Utility man. 


For a record, and to show that not all of 


my life has been given to work withcevt sone resréa- 


tion (which is very essential to good work) I will 
here give a condensed account of some of the trips 
taken and pnlaces visited at various times. 

ist. Ashtabula to St. Johnsville, N. Y.,Little 
Fells, etc., the winter father went east fer his 
bealth. 

2nd. Ashtabula to Fochester, WN. Y., Little 
Falls and St. Johnsville, the winter I attended 
EFastnen’s Conmercial School. 

Zrd. Took a sailing vessel at #Hrie, Pa., con- 
manded by Cantain Charles Pratt, and went to Chi- 
cage ani‘back to St. Mary’s, Ganada, from there to 
Niegera Falls end hone. This was in the year 1£6C. 


4th. In 1861, Edgar Hall, of Ashtabula, and 
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ryself, tock a seil vegsel at Cleveland for Mar- 


coette, Vich., where we staid about one month, vis- 


stern on the way back, The Captain called on ws to 
pelo take in sail. Hell said the boat did not be- 
long to him, and it covld sink if it wanted to, he 


cing cut to get wet. This was just before 


IN 


s not 


w 


the wer and the gold whick I took with me for ex- 


£% 


i 
iting the iron mines, hunting, fishing, etc. Big 
| 
| 
| rerses ang did not use, wes kept till the vrerijun 

cn sazeé tore than covered the expense of the trip. 
Str. Cincinnati end down the river, éurirg the 
| wer, “Scuirrel Eunters”, és heretofore steted. 
| Sto. In 1865 went to Monroe City, Me., and vis- 
ited 4lfrea Werner, Fse., (My Motber’s Uncle) after 
wher I was nened. Mr. Warner wes ea slave ovner but 
e Union man during the war. He had many narrern es- 
seoes. His son, slfred terner, Jr... Daw resides on 
the heme fern (840 acres). He hes visited here sev- 


ere] tines recently. 


7th. Our ®Weddirg trip to Futiend, Vt.; ete. as 


cE I went witb brother HKoner C. Nel- 


mm 
ot 
tan 
pm 
ta] 
- 
oO 


lis to Lawrence, Kansas on a vrospecting tour. We 
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went via. Cincinnati and St. Louis, where we took a 
river steam boat for Kanses City. The river was 
low, the boat was slow and, after standing it three 
days, we took the cars, went to Kansas City, Law- 
rence and back to Kansas City on ovr way home, where | 
we saw our boat just arrived. 

9th. In 1872 “rs. Nellis and myself to New York 


City, Greenport, Lb. 1I., Saretoge, eto. 





LOth. Mrs. Nellis and myself to Wew York, Boston, 


Butland, Vts, Saratoga, calling at Cenastots, N. YF. 

Lith. “Mrs. Nellis and nyself, New York and Green 
port, Lb. T., in 1874, In 1275 I went to New York and 
Saratoga with Mr. Hall. 

12th. In 1873, I went to the Centennial at Phil-| 
adelphia, sede ny first visit.to Asbury Park, WN. d., 
then to New York and bome. ‘¥rs. Nellis did not ac- 
company me on this trip. 

13th. In 1877, Mrs. Wellis and myself, with ay 
motber, visited New York, Newport and Boston, call- 
ing at Clockville, WN. f. 

14th. In the spring of 1878, we went to New Or- 
leans, La., and to Bay St. Louis on the Gulf where 


we staid several weeks, then to Mobile and Montgoa- 
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ery, stopping about one week at each place. Ralph 
went with us on this trip. 

15th. In the suerer of 1279, with #. ©. Yeliig, 
and wife, we went to New York, New London, Conn., 
Greenvcrt, L. I., and Asbury Fark, NW. J. Faloh and 
Flore were left ir care of e nurse et Painesville. 

1éth. In the svring cf 1880, I went south with 
Vr, Ball, visited Jacksonville, Winter Park, etc., 
end cn py return stonping et Sevannah, Charleston 
and Weshington. 


17th. fle wernt te Chicago in the spring of 1881 


ee 
‘ 


end returned ty the way of Fiouva, Ohic. 

1@th. In the suzmer of 1882, I went alone to 
Ciayton, N. Y. and down the St.Lawrence to Montreal 
and from there to Fortlend, Me., then down the coast 
to Old Orcherd Beach and Boston, thence to New York 

, Vie. Fall Fiver end the Sound Steamer, andi home via. 

Fee fork Centrel, stoptin#e ¢«t Canastcta, NH. Y. 

19th. In 1283 we went to Phslaaelenes, thes to 
Asbury Fark, N.d., end from there to New York City, 
Saretoga, Lake George, etc. 


20th. In spring of 1864,:I went as far south as 


Atlenta, Ga., with Mr. Hall, who was at that time 


— = ee ————————eeEeEeEeE———EE——e 
= = 


Pe 


sick and fearful to start alone. Mr. Hall Continys; j 
ved 


on south and I returned home. 
2ist. In the summer of 1884, we went vie. steae- 
boat to Machinac Islend, St. #ary’s, etc., Ralon | 
and Flora accompanied us on this trin.. 
22nd. In June 1886, Mrs. Nellis, Flore and Ly- 
self, went to Washington, D. 0., thence down the 
sound by boat to O14 Point Comfort, then by rail ¢3 
Philadelphia, New York and home. 
23rd. In August 1886, we all went by toat to 
Machinac Island, Petoskey, etc. Gone about one 
month. 
24th. In 1887, we again all went to Machinas 
and Petoskey by boat and returned home by rail, vie. 
Figua, Ohio. 
25th. In the spring of 1888, I accompvenied *¥r. 
Hall to Winter Fark, Rocx Ledge, and other points 
in Floride. Gone six weeks. 
26th. In the fall of 1888, “rs. Nellis and mysel 
went to the Cincinnati Exposition, and returned via. 
Pioua. Later in the fall we went to New York City, 
etc. 
27th. In 1889 went to Pioua, Ohio, in the 
Deen ere 


suring. Went to Lakewood, N. Y. with the family 
in summer and in the fall, Mrs. Nellis and nyself 
went tc New York City and returned via. Pittsburgh 
end Picwa. 

22th. In 1890, we went to Piqua in the spring: 
went to Lakeside, Obio, in July for a week; in the 
fell] we went to New York City and Niegara Falls. 

29th. In the srring of 1891, I accompenied Mr. 
all scuotb, via. Nashville, Montgomery, and Thomeas- 
ville, to dacksonville, Fla., Here Mr. Hall was 
take dewn with Le Gripre and for nearly two months 
wes unable tc return. Be was wery sick and as I 
wes @lore with bim and took most of the cere of 
riz, I had anyvthirg buta vleasant trip. 

30th. In summer of 1891, we went to Picue and 
joledc end later to Philedelphia, Atlantic City and 
yer York Gaity, 

Zist. During 1292, we wert to Fort Euron for a 
weck, and in the fell te Yew York City. Flore with 
sf et Port fouroan.. 

*end, In 1693, we visited at Picvue in spring. 
ix. S8r1 and Flora elorg. The last of dune and 


first cf duly we were et the World’s. Fair et Chicege 
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and returned via. Pigua and Toledo. In the fall we 
went to New York City... This summer we all spent 
one month at Lakewood, W. Y., occupying Mr. Hall’s 


cottage and taking our meals at the Sterlingworth. 


33. In 1894, visited Pigua once in the spring. 


All went to Lakewood, N. Y. and staid two months in 
cottage, boarding at the St eri ingventh. 

34th. In 1895, all went to Lakewood and occunvied 
Mr. Hall’s cottage two months. While family were 
there, I took a triv to Sarinac Lake, in the Adrion- 
dacks, where I met BE. C. Nellis and family. Fron 
there IT went to Plattsburgh and dewn to Saratoga and 
returned to Lakewood. 

35th. In June 1896, with Mr. Hall, we went to 
Washington, D. C., thence to New York City, calling 
at Lakewood, N. ¥Y. on our return. In July, Flora 
and myself visited Piova and Tcledc, returning vie. 
boat to Put-in-Bay end hone. in Septerher, ¥rs, 
Nellis, Flora, Mr. Hall and myself, went to Lake- 
wood for a week, thence to New York City for ten 


days, returning by sane route, 
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For the benefit of my children, and any 
cthers who méy in the future scen these pages, I 
Hill give a few of the rules end actions, which I 
have endeavored to live up to, and which certainly 
will be a benefit to any one to follow:- 
“Keep the Ten Gommandments, 
Do unto others es you would have them do 
unto you. 
Touch not, taste not, handle not, intoxi- 
cating drinks. 
Never use tobacco in any form. 


Never fool in businegs - matters. 


Ask thy purse what thon shouldst spend. 


Always use your oFn Trees rather than 

those of others. 

Fe that saves when he is young, may spend 
when he is old. 

He that does not rise early, never does a 
good days work. 

Don’t borron trouble, you will have enough 
of your own. 

Don’t worry about what you cannot help; 


don’t worry about what you can help. 
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Be sure you are right, then go ahead. 
Good security saves sleepless nights. 


Better be contented with smaller profits 





than to run risk of lowes for seke of 


larger gain.” 


To my children, Ralph and Flora, I have en- 
deavored to sét a good example; have given then 
such recreation, education, and advice as I think 
wes for their best interest, and so far I an happy - 
to state that I know of nothing to regret, and trust 
thet in the future, as in the past, they nay do 


nothing of which to be ashamed. 


-0-¢-0-0- 
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RALPH BALL NELLIS. 


Ralpk Ball Nellis, only son of 4. W#. Wel- 
lis and Mery Levise Wellis, was born et 864 Buclid 
Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio, June 3, 1875. 

Weight at birth, 9 lbs: at 6 months old 
21 lbs. He oculd walk elone at 11 months old. Has 


always been self relient, seldom calling con any one 


assistarce where it will be possitle for him to 


mplish the task bineeli, 
At two years old he was taken to Saratoga, 
Newport and New York City. During the whole trip 
he never cried or made any trouble, every cne re- 
| marked cn his being a good treveler and seering to 
understand end enjoy the tric. In tke soring of 
1@7¢ when not yet three years old; he was teker to 
New Crleans, La., some incidents of which trip he 
renercers. In 181, he went to New York end Asbury 
KN. od. At five years old he could reed end do 
sore easy sums in figures. Re commenced attending 
Yiss Freemen’s private schocl at & years old; grad- 
uated ai Centrel High Sshool in 1895, took cne tern 


et Srencseriar Business College in 1894. In 188¢ 
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he took two terns of tusic lesscns on the piano, 
and in thet tize he learned to play and read mu- 
sic: can play a guiter and has become auite a good 
singer, without any instructions, whatever. 

In 1885, he went to St. Ignance, Yecki- 
nac Islend, and Petoskey, Mich; egain in 12826 he 
made tbe same trip. He attended the Second Fres- 
tyterian Sunday Schcol for several years, and in 
1288 he becane a member of the church, and has taken 
an active part in Sunday School end Church work ever 


since. On the invitation of Rev. Dr. Poneroy, Ralch 


went with the Doctor and his family in 1891 to ¥us- 


koka Lake, Canada, for the summer. Rev. Fonercy 
owned an islard in this lake, and fearful that RKalob 
might get drewned, be was told thet he must learn to 
svin before he could go. He went to the Y. M. C. 4A. 
bathing pool and the second day could dive in and 
swin as well es nest any one. Ralvh joined the Y. 
¥. C. Association and soon becane a leader in ath- 
letic sports. He at cne tine had over fifty young 
zen ander his instruction. Thile attending High 
School, he, one fall, played on the foot ball teaz, 


and that season the High School team wen every 
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‘atch game they played. In 1893, he attended the 


Chicepo Exposition. He has passed several summers 


in Lekewood, N. Y. Re is always in good denand, 


for his ability, strength and agility as a dancer. 

He went into the Wade Park Eenk in Jenu- 
ary, 1282¢, t6é learn the tanking business, and is now 
excloyed there es book-keeper. 

KRalon has no tad habits. He uses no pro- 
fane languege. He keeps the Sabteth. He does not 
drirk, snoke cr chew. ‘If for the balence of his 
life, he can shew as clear a recerd it will be much 


ronor to himself end pleasure to his friends. 
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FLORA ¥,. NELLIS. 


Flora May Nellis, only daughter of A. Wf. 
Nellis end Mary Lovise Hall Nellis,was born at 884 
Fuclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio, July 23, 1278. 

Her weight at birth, 8 1/2 lbs. at six 
nentrs old, weight 20 lbs; could walk alone at i1 
months cld. Is nom five feet,3 inches high, weight 
116 pounds., has light hair, blue eyes, good form 
end features. At four years old she covld reed and 
scell. Attended the public schcol during the years 
1f®&9 and 12906. Commenced a course at Miss ¥ittle- 
cerger’s private school for girls in 1891, and has 
net conpleted course as yet. She has made a number 
cf trits te varicus pcoints, going up the lakes to 
Petoskey in 1€85, te Washington end Old Point Cona- 
fart, Ves. im sieringe of 188¢, ena to St. tenance 
end VYachinac Islend in summer of 1286. In 1892 she 
went to New York City end again to New York in 1898. 
went to Chicegc Exposition in 189353. Bas spent sev- 
eral summers at Lakewood, N. Y.- Flora is a good 
dancer, entertaining and self possessed. She is 
much sought after, and never, in any company, has 
to vlsy the pert of “Wall Flower”. She is a good 
ecrrescondent, writing many, and long letters to 
ner friends. She is kind and obedient to her 
ents, ard very thoughtful of the wishes and rights 
cf othere. 

Flera bas been @ constent ettendent cf 

Second Prestyteriean Church Sunday School since 
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LIBBIE GRAY-NELLIS. 
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HOMER COOK NELLIS. 


Homer Gook Nellis, second son of Reuben 
Nellis, was born August 17, 1844, on a farm one 
rile eest of Ashtabula, Ohio. The name “Cook "was 
given him in honor of his mother’s grandfather, E- 
lisha Cook. Homer attended the public schools at 
Asntabula,,and gredvated et 16, He then took a 
course in the Cleveland Commercial College, boarding 
on Perry St. with Mrs. fames, who was a cousin of 


sy 


his notner’s. At that tine (1880) Perry St. seened 


ani esavirsi a thorouevh knowledge of book-keev- 


ing, which asauisttion he was goon able to out in- 


to te @lnost out of the sity. He besane good ven- 


to nracstisal tse. 
In 18¢€1, st the age of 17, he ascented a 
ocsition es clerk and book-keeper in the Bank of 
at Painesville, 0. fe was soon promoted to 
position of Teller and e few years later was elec- 
ted Cashier, the dank in the aeantine heving been 


be] 
r 


reorganized, as the First National Bank of Paires- 
ville, Ohio. He retained his vosition as Cashier 


until 12878 wnen he resigned and removed to Pioua, 
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Ohio. During all these years that he remained in 
the bank, he reteined the resvest ani confidence 
of the Directors and Patrons of the bank. During 
the Nar of the Rebellion, ne obtained sonsent of 
the Direstors of the Bank to enlist in Comoany “er 
of 171 Regiment Ohio National Guards. This Resi- 
ment was azustered into tne J. S. Arny. They were 
sent into Xentucky at the time of MVorgan’s Raid.In 
the battle of Cynthiana, nany of this Regirnent were 
killed and taken orisoners. After Yorgan was can- 
tured, the Gonpany “8”, to whioh H. CG. Nellis, ode- 
lenged, was detailed to guard vrisoners, at Jchn- 
son’s Island. As it was in the winter and the bdar- 
racks were voorly ouilt, it was anything but a 
Afrh 2981901 A femetrn Wee GrinnLed Le NC Ltkie of hb. fir F277 
warn jod., After his discharge,he returned to his 
vosition in the bank. During his resiiense in 
Painesville, he built five fine residences, The 


first one tunilt was on the east side of the river, 


on a tract of about fifteen acres of land, whish 


he api John B. Nellis purstases, and on whisgh tbey: 


teaiilt in es4y70n.- fais foeuse took £ire in th: 


ist 2 :@ unknown cause. T farzily was a- 


awakened by the oarking of a large ewfoundland log. 
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| The family barely had time to escape before the 

| house was enveloped in flames. The loss was heavy, 
| as there was only a partiel insurance carried. He 

| then tuilt a brick house on #Hrie Street, which he 

| oscupied several years. Being quite a trader and 

' speculator, he was always ready to acconmodete any 
one thet wanted a place that he had fixed up, pro- 


vided they wanted it enough more than he did to 


| vay the price asked. The last house built in 


end food Street. It was a fine residence, and is 
tcday one cf the most desirable residences in Paines- 
ville. On his rénoval to Piova this place was sold 
to #. F. Savith, waco still oceupies same. Wor. 7th, 
Lé6¢€, 2. ©. Pellis married Gibbie G. Gray, a dangh- 


a 


ter of &. &. Gray, of Fainesville. Mr. Gray wes eat 


that time proprietor end elitor of the Painesville 
| telegreph ani in sonnestion with this ke bad a book- 


4 
at 


store.. was also for e time editcr of the Cleyeland 
Leader. 
‘The children of H. G. Nellis and Libbie 


1 
' Painesville was on the corner of Mentor Avenue 
| 
' 
i 
> | 
| Gray Nellis, are Grace Gray Nellis, born duly 6th 
{ 


Ll2 


1873, in Painesville, Ohio. Grace died Dec. 30th, 
1878, and was buried in the Painesville Cemet ry. 
John Gray Nellis was born Sept. 13th, 1823, in 
Pioua, Onio. 
After his resignation as Jasbier of bank 
1278, 9. ¢. Nellis removed to Piaua, 0., where 


purchéssed an interest and became a partner of 


Gray Go., in the Picua Woolen Mills. This busi- 


ness was soon enlarged and a stock company formed 


under the name of The F. Gray Co., of which pe was 
one cof the incorporators and was elected Vise Pres- 
ident, which office ne held for several years. This 
Comovany manufacture felts, which are used by Paver 
YVills; also horse blankets and a fine ouslity of 
woolen bed blankets for house use. in 1801, fhe 

F., Gray Gomoery purchased and consdlidatei witno the 
Skron Felt Company and the pome Woolen ¥elt Jonvany 
of &lbany, N. Y., and at this tine tney have one of 
tne best eauioced mills in the country. They en- 
oloy on an average of about 175 hands. F. Gray 

is Presilent, *, 3. Gray, Freas., 2. ©. ellis, 

? 


= 
ceo 


y of the Sconpany and the three have full mnanage- 


ment of its effsirs. 
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GRACIE NELLIS. 

















H. C. Nellis was one of the founders and 
a director of the Piove Sendle Vig, Co. He in- 
duced the Hosiery Co. to remove fron Canastcta, N. 
Y, to Ficua, and was one of the incorporetors of 
what is now called The Piaua Hosiery Go. He was 
one of the origina! incecrporators and a direster 
ird Fuilding and Loan Association of Pioua. 
He is Vice President of the Pioua Milling Company. 
Fe is e@ brother-in-law cf #. 0. Gray, witb whom 
he purchased several trests of land and allotted 
sexe and whico is callet the Nellis and Gray addi- 
tion to the City of Fious, On this land they 
cuilt 36 houses, which places have mostly been dis- 
H, C. Nellis tas elected Fresident of 
tne first Foard of Trade ever orgenized in Picua, 
and he yet reteirs that office. He has been in- 
strumentel in inducing several large manufacturirg 
estacdlishnents to locete et Piaqua, and is always 


interested in all publics enterprises. He has al- 


ways been very fond of cut door sports and usually 


takes his recreations in the mountains or on the 
see shore. With rod or gun he is an expert. 


The present residence of H. C. Nellis 





is on the corner cf Ash and valawell 

Onio. This place was purchased ty hin in 1880, 

is a large fine brick house, with higno ceilings and 
puilt on a liberal plan. Several alterations have 
ceen nade on the interior and it now has a fine stair 
way, a aarlor 20 X 33 and a dining roon 20 X #2, 


a numncer of fina Daintings adorns its walls. It has 


natural gas, electric lights, etc., and is an uv to 


date house in all noderr inorovenents. 4. 0. Nel- 


lis became a menber and active supvorter of the 
Epyisccpal Ghuren soon after he was married. de has 
neld various offices in connection with the Churcn 
work, de nas been Vestryzan since 1373. The pvres- 
ent fanily of 4. G. Nellis consists of hinself,his 
wife, Liddie G- Wellis, his son, John Gray Vellis, 
and our #ether, Sally Almira Nellis, who has nade 
it her hone with Foner since 1290, 

Hozer is 5 feet, 9 1/2 inches high. 


He hes dark hair and dark blue eyes. 
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JOHN GRAY NELLIS. 
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JORN GRAY NELLIS, 


Joba Gray Wellis, son of 3. CG, Nellis, was 
born at Figqus, Chio, Sept. 13th, 1883, At 10 years 
of age, he aitended a private school for one year. 
Ye then conmenced attendance at public school and 
is now in tbe Srapiar department, and stands at the 
heed of nis classes. Is auick to learn and always 
anxious to learn the bottom facts. He is auite a 
good tusician, can drar and paint some. He has a 
printing press ard has edited and printed a snall 
pecer called the “Young American” He takes kodack 
views, develovs @nd vrints same. He is a good bi- 
cycle and horse bask rider. He has a peny of his 
own, which he rides and drives at pleasure. He 
bas a fine cebinét containing relics, curios, and 


about 100 varieties of bird eggs. 


He has been on several tripvs to New York 


City. Has svent txo summers in the Adriondecks, and | 
cne winter at Ashville, North Garolina. de went to 
the world’s Fair at Chicago in 1895. He is now 13 
years old, 5 feet, 1 inch high, has dark hair and 
eyes. 


Dix. OY ape 
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JOHN REOBEN WELOTIES. 


John Reuten Nellis, third son of Reuben 
Nellis, was born at Unionville, Chic, Septemper 15, 
1247. He was always a very healthy, robust ckild, 
end becare a large size, good Looking men, He was 
cnly rine years old when fatber died, tot under moth- 
er’s care he grew ur to zranhcod, without a sirgle 
tad habit, and never caused any cf us any extra wor- 
ry cr anxiety. He hed 2 kind dispcsition and nade 
friends with all whe knen hin. HE attended the pub- 
Lic schcol at Ashtabula till 12 years of age and then 
went to Oberlin College cne year, When he was 21 
years old, he went into the Painesville National 
Fenk, es book-keever, his brother, H. C. Nellis, be- 
ing at that time teller of sane bank. dobn KF, Nel- 
lis remeined in this bank about two years. He board- 
ed witb his brother and together they built a fine 
residence on © acres cf land which they purchased on 
the east side of the river. This house was burned 
down, for an sccount of which see cage 110, 

Septerter 11, 1270 John married Kate Gray,a sis- 

ter cf his ctrother’s wife and daughter of 4.0.Gray, 
of Eainesville. In 18692, dJobn accepted a position as 
teller in &. Pratt’s Eank, at Chagrin Falls, Ohio. 
Here he reneined till September 1871 when he went 
with Mr. We. Upbam en &@ prospecting tour to Fert 
Soott, Kanses. They went out with the excectation of 
starting a cattle ranch. This res just after the 
great Chicego fire and John stooped cver one day to 
viex the ruins. There be tock a severe cold which 
py the tine he reached Fort Socit develoved into 
Zictberic. Yot having proper care end we think from 
an overdose of morphine edministered by his nurse, 





died Noventer 11th, 1271. He was interred et 


He left no chiléren, 
of Pieve, Obi, 


John 
Fainesville, Chio. 

His widow aerried #. 0. Grey, 
She died January 11th, 12895. 


MO aay 2372 steak. Fire. SF Rita L Si feerrhee of Ghicagze $e Js, 


-0-6-0- 
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UNCLE DAVID NELLIS. 


David Nellis, oldest gon of 3. I. Di Nel- 
lis, was born May 5th, 1806. He married Carolire 
Steesdmen for his first wife, Sept. 28nd, 12930. She 


x 


died Marob 20th, 164%, ani he azarried e widow, ¥rs. 
Flize Jelch, July 22rd, 1250. ¥rs. Dolph Nellis 
diel dune 13th, 1273, leaving no children by David 


Nellis. ne children of David Nellis and Caroline 


Steadnzan, were 

NAMES Yarried 
DAVID NELLIS, 

DOTVH LOCUG May 5, Men, 22, 1850. Cat. 
CARCLINE STEHEADMAX, 


born 1802 Cct.22, Sep. 22, 1830 Yeh. 


CHILDFFR. 


born ; 
Josenvk David Nellis 1832 Mch.30, Died 
J@hn David Nellis 1834 Mch. 8, Died 
Sareh Blizedeth Nellis 1855 “% 380, Died 


Vary Caroline Nellis 1837 Sep.26,Married 


George Lafayette Nellis 1840, ¥ch.1, Never Married. 


Cyrus Thomes Nellis, 1846, May 15, About 1875. 


Died 


68,1872 


20,1 


1835 
1834 
1636 


1874 
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Apr.i4, 
Meoh.24 
dud 18 


Jun.23 


La 


NI 


Josepvh, John and Sarah all died in in- 
fancy. Vary narried Henry Anderson dune 23rd, 
and has one son, born “ay 10th, 1875, named Geo. 
Anderson. 

Cyrus married a *iss Ingrahan about 1875, 
and trey had three children, one of which died in 
infancy. June child, Dow, was born March 20th, 1878, 
Bede was born Sent. 16th, 1881. 

¥rs. Cyrus Jellis died several years since. 

Cyrus Nellis was always a veguliar asting 
boy, and he has been @ sourse of anxiety to bis 
friends. He has never shown any disvosition to in- 
jure any one, but it has oeen found necessary at 
various tines to send him to tne Cleveland and Tole- 

Oy ur Welter Lic NAN ttgutt-/7 H/Go2 
io Asylums., George Néllis was a very snart scholar 
when young and was taking a course of study at OQbder- 
lin College, but his mind gave way and he too was 


sent to the dleveland Asylun for a short time. He 


had to Zive uv sshcol end has never gone into any 


active business, but hes worked sone land left hin 
by his father. -George never narried. It is sup- 


posed that the trouble witn the boys was inherited 














fron their nother, Caroline Steadman. 


Uncle David Nellis lived at Harbor Creek, 
Pa. till about 1853, when he moved his family to 
Ashtabula, where they renained for two or three 
years. He then moved to Elmore, Ohio, and set- 
tled on the tract of land his father had purchased 
soretize previous. David by inheritence and pur- 
onasé acouired the greater vart of this tract of 
leni. At the tine of his death the land was worth 
about $50.00 an acre, and at the present time about 
$100. ver acre. 


David died Ostober 6th, 1872. 


-0-0-0- 
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UNCOE BARNHART NELLIS. 


Barnhart Nellis, Srd son of J. . Weis. 


ore Led.  ‘Dted, 


Barnbart Nellis, 
Born 1810 Aug. 14, L140 May 19, 
Glarissa &, H4astman, 


Born 12817 Aug. 13, 1746 May 12, 


Children. 
Aloert Hastman Nellis, 


2, Date not Xnown, 96 Aug. 30. 


Sibert Eastman Nellis sarried Saran Roof 
avout the year 1865. Yo shildren. 

ALbStt Lied at Sancduaxy, Chic, Aug. s0Th, 
1396, and was buried at Franklin, Ohio, his jeath 
Ooscurring since this sketch was first written. 

Barnhart Nellis was for many years a fan- 
iliar figure in Ashtabula. fe came to Ashnt3o0ula 
about 1837, and in 1840 he anazrisi Wiss Hastnan of 


Kingsville who at that tizé was sonsidered one of 
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the handsomest girls in the County. Barnbart never 
engaged in any active business, but farmed in a 


small way andi sveculeted some in real estate, After 


the death of his father in 1849, he moved into part 


of the old bomestead and remained there till bis 
deatk. He always had greet faith in the bake Shore 
Railroad and subscribed stock te helv build the roed. 
He would vorrow money te buy stock, and, as the rail- 
roai often gave the stook holders an extra dividend, 
and an increase of stock he would double his money. 
de kent at this, till, with the money he inherited 
“from bis father and mother, he was worth sone Sixty 
Thovsend Dollars, which amount he gave to Oberlin 
College a short tine before his death, on conditicn 
that the Gollege should oay him, his wife, and his 
son, 8 certain stivend each year during their lives. 
bs Unsle ani funt died soon after, it left the Col- 
lege witb only the son to pay. A. &, Nellis, pow 
ceing satisfied with this arrangenert, conmenced 

suit ageinst the Cellese. The matter was settled 

by the College paying him a lump sun of Twelve 


Thousand Dollers. This amount 4. EF. Nellis lost 
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in the course of two or three years. It is gener- 
ally conceded that it would have been much better 
for 4. &. Nellis had he accepted the provision his 


ather made for hin. Barnhart Nellis was a nemoer 


of, and helved build the Congregational Church at 


Ashtabula. Fis death, as well es thet of his wife, 
uvas fron oneuncnie contracted while attending the 
funeral of her sister. Unele and Aunt died within 
four days of each other, and rere buried in the 

sane ¢reve, on the fanily lot in Chestnut Grove 


Cenetery. 
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SUNT ELIZABETH NEGLLIS- MOOT. 


Elizabeth Nellis, oldest daughter of J. I. 
wes born et Cloeokville, W. Y. Sept. 26, 
married Daniel Eloom Moot, danvery 128th, 
€31. Vr. “Moot was a farmer. He owned a fine farn 
atout cne nile west of Clockville, where he lived, 
reised his family, and died August 3rd, 1891. 

He was an honest, voright, hard working 
man, and ascumuleted quite croverty. #6 was Lib- 
eral with his children, giving the sons each a farsa 
and the daughters money and stock to an eoval a- 
mount. This division was madeé many years previous 


to his deatb, and at a time when it would do the 


nest gcod, aléng as the childen got married and 


wanted a hone of their own. Aunt “Eliza” was a 
kind notherly woman, liked by every one. Her gsreat- 
est ambition w2s the comfort and welfare of her 


husband and children. She was @ member of the Pres- 
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Daniel Bloom #o0t, dra, 
Malancthon NYallis “Noot, 
Libbie Nancy Mect, 
Taeodore Garner Moot, 


Bell Mary Moot, 


Daniel Blooa *# », w@r., married Jennett 
tystead, Ost. Lott D2 They for severe2l years 


lived on a farn adjoining pis father’s. Tney moved 


Big Ave tie «, 4D SHILA seg. 
Distt at Qrnbi dea Y fant, Foo 


4 
3) 


fron tnere to Inei 
Dawstl Bloom Inr00t J” 
Yalancthnon VYellis Yoot narriei Tellie 


on, 1980, Nellie +5 


3 They have one daughter, ¥ildred ‘oot, 
corn June 24th, 128605. Yalanaotron is a orcsoerous 
farner. #¢ has a fire Farm and fars bouse, sors 


ing an extensive view. Trey travel gonsiiera 


x 


visiting Jew York and the dest. ie sncebar ao Ly 


Dy Ld tod P10r7, prranrted, Jaireer Luwrtrnee, Ui 234/99 
they ey ae of~ [eather =k Shoko! Ae Jeg. CLs 
Co 


Licoie Nancy ¥ Gharles Soenzer 


( Borre pune so rad 437) 
Huts chinson, s Sent. 4ta, i 4 futshinsen vas 











for @ nusber of years in the dry -goods business at 
sanaetote, Ww, Y. He then went to Syracuse and ast- 


ei as General Agent for the Davis Sewing Yachine. 


x 


has been agent for a New York Invest- 


Trey are a model couvle. It will do 


. Charles Fridrick 
to know them. They had one orild “Freddy” 
34/869. Di1d HE6 234/570) = 
‘a in iptereyr. They are rezters of the 


fo) 
Toeodore Garner ¥oot narried Enma Bull, 

Sectenber €th, 1271. No children. They heave a 

farr of séverel hundred acres, fine buildings, raise 


> 1 


grain and stosk, and have @ large creamery. Tneo- 


dore says he owns all tre land but what joins his. 


aes 

Fell Mary “Moot msrried Clarence kastack, 
Sect. Lots, Le71. They tave one daughter, “aud 
Rasback, born Marsh 3rd, 1875. They are all men- 
cers of tre Presbyterian Church. Mr. Rasback is 
Cesrier of Canastcta National Bank. 


=—-Oo- 
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CATHARINE NEGDIS- RICHMOND, 





Aunt Catharine Nellis, third daughter of 
Yallis, wes vorn Oot. Ist, 1517, 
She narriei Parley Xishnond, 
fed a4 Litthe Falke, og, Tes AUB. 14th, 
Parley Richnond w3s born Nov. 9th, 
July 25th, L890. 
Fheir children were 
Yary Risanmond, corn tiov. 14 
Seorzia Rizhaond torn ieov. 
see 
Yapy Sisbrend married] Charles JY. Streun, 
way 200b, 1224. Tfeir shiliren are 
Irving Stroupv, vdorn May 2nd, 


oO 1 


ried wary &. Steohenson, April 24tt, 183 


Tilliam H. Strous, born Maroh 24th, 1464, 


d Magsie Curtin Aug. 4th, 1225. All resiie 
Wittle falls, qd, Y. 

Seorgia rishnond aarriedi Adison Maynard 

June 5th, 1872, They have one daughter, Lillian 


Maynard, born Feb. 10tb, 1875. Mr, Yaynard is 





Engineer and resides at Utica, 


-Oo- 





Parley Richnond was engaged in Paver Mill 


and Coal Susiness. Ye was a very genial man, and 


liked by every one. 
Aunt Gatnarine was of a lively disvosition, 
tall, light hair and blue eyes. IT only remember of 


sééing her onze. 
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AUNT MARY NELLIS- 


Yary Nellis, 


Nellis. 


Name. MARRIED. 


MARY NELLIS, 


Born 1822 Febs 14, 1842 Mar. 23r¢. 


AARRIET SLIZABETH FASSETT, 


Born 2243 Mar, 26, 1861 Dee. S35 "ra; 


GEORGE HENRY FASSETT, 


Born 1845 June 28, 1872 ‘Sar. Sth. 


JOHN NELLIS FASSETT, 


Born 1947 
SAMUEL “vw. FAS 

Born 1850 Juns Ls 
HEYRY FASSETDT, dr., 


Born 1455 Sep.s 20, 1675 Weroeh 





fourth daughter of J, 


41859 Jeans 5 


1842 §& 


/S92, Jane 2/-/595 











Harriet E- Fassett married David Haskell 
in 1861, and died in 1862, leaving no children. 
wae 
George H. Fassett married Lillie M. Perry, 
Varch @tb, 1872, and bes four children, Ferry B.. 
born Feb. 27th, 1273, Ida born Oot. 16th, 1674, died 


» Harriet E., born June 30, 


Seorge a. born Hoy, 7th, 18SL, 
GeoH Fassett, VLred. June 21-109. He droffptd Aéad of 
Atay? Frou Ze a 


t 


Henry Fassett, Jr., married Rose &. Phillics 
and has 8 children, viz: John Glen, 
76, Mary Vx born Deo. @49t, 1881, 
born J 14th, 1890. 


Sanuel MM. Fassett never married. dobn MK. 


Fassett died in 1870. For an account of the life 


of Henry Fassett, husdand of Mary Nellis, see nage 


C17, 





L 


AONT NANCY 


Nancy Nellis, second daughter of J. I. OD. 


Yellis, was bern Fes. 22nd, 1215, aarried Elbridge 


O. Varner, dan. Sto, 1842, died at Unionville, O., 
faroh 13th, 
tloridge 0. warner died at Jnionville, O., 
Yersh llth, 1824. i Warner was a crotner of 
our nother (Sally 4. Warner). He wes 4a farner and 
stockraiser. “Warner Family” page 
The children of &. O. Warner and 
Nellis- warner, were 
Cassius Elbridge Warner, born s 14,1844 
Died Jan. 27, 1852 
Eugene Nellis Warner, born 
Josephine Warner, born 
Died Feb. 26, 1870. 
Arthur Blbridge Warner, born 
Isadore Werner born 
Died Jane 21, 
=ighes 


Fugene N. Warner married Kate 4. Hutshins 








Avril 17th, 1873, and they have seven children, viz: 
Dorr Eugene Warner born Dec. 6 , 1873 
Otto Nellis Warner, born Dec. 21, 1874 
Josephine Clara Warner born Sep. 26, 1877 
George Elbridge Warner born June 21, 1880 
Nettie Nancy Warner, born Aug. 26, 1881 
Mary Emeline Warner, born Nov. 16, 1884 


Elbriégge Stephen ila fe foe” Seer 1896 


Otto WEN! 5 Warn, marnricae jo. So peed CLG 
DIttKrent lara Warne”, Par Be i Nar oh sag bet 2g4/ Gee. 


Eugene Nellis Warner ang Arthur ¥&, 
sousins of £. w. Welits ead #. 
and our mother being brother 
ster, and their nother and our father teing 
brother anj sister. 
Rugene N. Warner has a fine farm about one 
east of UDionville, Ohio, and is an extensive 
fruit and grape grower. He evidently dces net in- 
to heve the Tarner fasily run out if he 
Dt. Long may le waive! 
a 
KE, Warner married Mary Rostetiter 
They have one child, Isedore 


Nellis Werner, : h, 1339 Artnur &. is 


| 





Oe ee 


ge th 


a farmer and lives in Unionville. 
= 6O- 


Josephine Varner aarriei wWiltur Cleveland, 





13tb, 13263. They had one child, Alfred Cleve- 
land, born Fed. 22, 1870. Josevnine died Feo. 26, 
1870. The son, Alfred, is non rith his father in 


St.. Pail, *innesotea. 


Cassius and Isadore fiarner, as the record 
shows, died young. 
salt 
Every one sveaxs of dunt Nancy Warner as 
being a very handsone girl. She zertainly was, as 
I reneaber ner, a lovely wonan. 
—- 
#lbridge 0. Varner for his second wife nar 
riei a widow, “rs. *inerva Snears, and she lived 
but a short tine. de again married Yrs. Warion 


B. Sheverill, and by the last wife had one daugh- 


ter, “argea Olive Varner, born Seot. 25, 1275, This 


daughter narried B. 0. Rote, of Geneva, Onio, De 
1892, and is now living in Geneva, Onio. 


“Time makes “any Changes”. 








end of the world was near at hand, and could auote 


scripture ty the hour to prove it. He now writes 
me that re belongs to the “Shurch of God”. 
October 1sth, 1252, be sarried Louise Jene 
SiSk, Of Deyton, Orie. Tney lived et Ashtebvle 
for aosout one year, and then noved to Dayton where 
he went into a #oolen nill with Mr. Fish, his father- 
in-law. Fron there be moved to chicago, Oct. 18th, 
372, and ovened @ Fhotograph Reoz near Jackson 
Ye renained there till Aug. ist, 1880, when 
bis wife end daughter end sectred a divorce 
Oct. Leth, 1820. The cause of sensreation has never 
been exvlained te me. George treveled from place 
tc olese for e number of years, and for the last 
ten years he hes beer living at Stroudsberg, Pa. 
-0-0-0- 


pilews ge TLIC, pliwal Hay GF /902, af the pedtalernsts fe 
Ae Aig fer Dies vnaxn. Pi Lhe Free, 79 Lo. Salle Pthiey ‘ 
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Gecrge Nellis nade it his bome with his 
motner, at Asntabdula. He was for several years 
engaged with his brother, Peter Nellis, in tak 
degUrrectyoes. They had a large wazgen fitted uo, 
and in this they went fron town to toxn and staid 
as lons in each plac j would warrant. 
This was along at the tine ef the first 
of the art of taking victures by cvhotograchy, 
it reauired a long sitting to get 2 good negative. 

Reucen Nellis on vage 41, and the 
fred, Romer and John Nellis, on vage 73, 
covies fron dagurreotyoes taken oy George 
about 1853. 
QOnole Gecrge was e@ grest 


oe6cane inbued with the dioctrire of 


tists. He bought a orinting press 


tracts, urging every one to orevare for the last 127. 


300d advice at any rate, he was doing no danage to 


any one. One day, while be was tari at work with 
his press, a slight shock irthesat hancvenéi 

along, be ran and. told his nother that the Last day 
had sone. We all considered it a cretty g904 joke 


on hin, te, however, held to his belief that the 





UNCLE GEORGK NELLIS. 


-60-6- 


George Nellis, fifth son of Jj 
WAM E BORN 
SHORGE NELL TS, 1826 dune 24, 
LCUISH! JARE FISH, 1840 July 10, 185 


CHILDREN. 


AnY MINNIE NELLIS, 1861 Yar.26, 
-¢C- 


MARRIED. 


1859 October i16, 


@ Cetober 16, 


wary Minnie Yellis married Dr. Albert &, 


Proow, Mey 34¢b, 1esd. Dr. Froosa wes born Yor. 
eOfhl L381, in Belwdee, 11. Be graduetei fron 
tre Chiceso Yedical College. (Reguler) 
They have five children:- 
Albert Nellis Frooa Born 1884, Apr. 18, 
Merguerite Louise Froon, Born 1885, Nov. 22, 
Yelen Genevieve Froon, Born 1888, May er 
Mary xX@atharine Froon, Born £6689, or. 22, 
idger &loright Freoo, Born 1892, July 6. 
All living August 15th, 1896. 


-o- 


Peter Nellis, the sixtn and youngest son 
of J» I. D« Nellis, was born at Clockville, W. Y. 
Sentember 29tn, 1828. 
He ogne to Ohio witb his father in 1240. 
was a fine locking young nan, tall and well vorovor 
tioned, witr a large head ani vleasant features. de 
acted as #ngineer on tne Stean Poat Cleveland for 
severel seasons. de traveled aoout toe country with 
orotner George, taking dagurrotyces, as desorid- 
el in the Life of Seorge Nellis. In the winter of 
1254, ne was sent by his fatner to Elnore, Jhio, to 
help his crother David on the farm. There ne fron 
hard work and exposer contracted a sold, which de- 
velonved into consunnvtion. de diei at 4shtadula, 
Feo. 24th, 1855. He was buried on the fanily lot 


in Chestnut Srove Cemetary. 


Peter Nellis wes the only one of the Nellis 


fanily, Living to maturity, that never narrisj. 


~6-0-0- 
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ELIZARETE KLOCK-NELLIS. 
The Klock Family. 


The family nane of our grandmother (Mrs- 


Nellis) was Klock. 


Klock is a German name and very uncommon, 


The Klocks at the present tine are mostly found 


throvgh the State of New York. 

The first of the family, as far back as 
our record gees, is Henry Klock, who came over with 
the Palatines in 1710, and setiled on the Mohawk 
neer Palatine, on a farm which is still in possess- 
ion of descendents of his fanily. He was born on 
the River Fhine in Germany. He bad six sons, 
George, John, Jecob, Adan, Conrad end Joseph. 

The information in regard to Henry Klock 
ves written by his grand-son, George G. Klock and 
covied for my grandrother ebout 1852. Henry Klock 
died ip 1780, ) 

George fuesk, son of Renry Klock, was born 


in the County of Fulton, New York State, on the 





LedV 





tract of land then in possession of his father. The 
date of his birth is not now known. At his father’s 
death he came into possession of the home farm, and 
a larse anount of property. He purchesed lands 

of the Canaiohara Indians to the anount of thous- 
ands of acres. In 1773, he owned land whose boun- 
dary was 11 miles on one side by 14 1/2 on the oth- 
er, embracing tne then entire township of Openbein 
and Ephrata and the southern part of the townshin 

of Stratford. George Klock died in 1790. 

He had seven sons, of whom George G.Klock 
born Nov. 12th, 1742, was the oldest,- and, accord= 
ing to the custom cf the tines, George G. inherit- 
ed nost of the property. Georzse G. nek nas a 
merchant and large farmer. He shipoved several 
boat Leads of Gin-sing to China. In traveling from 
his farm to New York he had to disguise himself to 
escare robbers who were watching for hin, as it was 
known he carried a large amount of money. During 
the Har of the R@volution, this George G. Klock was 
a Minute Man, and served in the Col. Jasob Klock 


regiment, along with John 9. Nellis, Cnristian and 


mw? 


hiliv Nellis, as described on page 2Z9.. 
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Colonel daceb Klock was a brother of Geo. 


New York Atohives, Annals of the Revolu- 


tion, Vol. I, page 409, gives the names of 20 Klock 
soldiers that served in the Revolution. George G. 
Klock died duly 26th, 1834, This George G. Klock 
wags the father of Elizabeth Klock, who married ny 
grandfether, J, I. 2. Nellis. Her mother’s nane 
was Catrarine Bellinger, porn in July 1748,. ond 
Aree Ly fBocte A~ 1766 i 

died July 2é@th, 1827. 

Flizgabeth Klock was the thirteerth of a 
farily of sixteen children. Fer sisters were Pegsy, 
Sopbie, Caty, Hanneh, CGaty 2nd, Polly, Caty 3rd, 
and Eva, Her brothers were Joseph, dJecob, George, 
John, Fenry, David and Peter. Her parents lived 
together in e married state 60 years, and, in 1868, 
there were ten of her brothers and sisters living. 


Their grandchildren nunbered at that tine about 


80, and greet grandchildren @1. 





Ul 
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GRANDMOTHER ELIZABETH KLOCK-NELLIS 


was born Septemter 23rd, 1786, and was married to 
grandfather Yellis July i4th, 1805. I remenvder her 
as a small size, rather vent over, pleasant faced 
cld lady. She was always glad to see us boys, and 
keot a stock of nuts, pies, etc., on hani to treat 
us with. She was very fond of raising chickens and 
doves, and could kardly be induced to stay away fron 
home over night, for fear her vets might not be ta- 
ken care of. 

Her children all loved her, and visited 
her as often as possible.- There were no ouarrels 
in the family. Grandmother lived to be 89 years 
old. She died Sent. 28th, 1275. I went down fron 
Cleveland to attend her funeral. She was a member 
of the Dutch Reformed Church. 

Summary of Grandmother’s ancestors: 


Henry Klock cane over with the Paletines in 1709. 


George Klock, date of birth not now known: Jied in 


1790. 
George G.Klock,vorn Yov. 12,1742: died July 286, 1234, 
Elizabeth Klock “ Sev. 23,1788; died o. 28, LETS 





























DE WITT C. NELLIS. 
TOPEKA, KANSAS, 


DESCENDEO FROM PALATINES OF MOHAWK VALLEY, 
IN FOLLOWING LINE: 

WILLIAM NELLIS, BORN 1688. 

ANDREW NELLIS, BORN 1715. 

PHILLIP NELLIS, BORN 1748, 

PETER P. NELLIS, BORN 1783. 

JAMES NELLIS, BORN 1816 

OE WITT C. NELLIS, BOAN 1849 














DeWITT CLINTON NELLIS. 


DeWitt Clinton Nellis, is the son of James 
Nellis, who was the son of Peter P. Nellis, who was 
the son of Philio Nellis, who was the son of Andrew 
| Nellis, who was the son of Willian Nellis, one of 
the original Palatines, as described in vrevious pa- 
ges. 

DeWitt o. Nellis now resides in Topeka, 
Kansas, and is envloyed on the “Kansas Farner”. He 
has three oniliren, viz: Guther, Annie and Celeste. 
The daughter Celeste was born in Hays City, Feb. 7, 


1377, and at an early age develoved a taste for mus- 


Sne is now an exvert oianist, ani a teacher in 


qd. Sherwooi’s Conservatory of Music at Chisago. 
IT net ¢iss Nellis in Cleveland in July 18965. Miss 
Nellis had a book with her, written by her father, 
the title of which is “Nellis-4oAfee Family Albuao”. 
Fron tnois book, kindly loanei me for the ouroose, 
aany of tne facts were odteined in regard to tne Fal- 
atines, and tne three original Nellis Brothers, 
Christian, Ailliam and Johannes. 

Tae pictures of himself and Miss Celeste 

were Kindly furnished by DeWitt Clinton Nellis. 


————eeee 














CELESTE BIRDELLA NELLIS. 


TOPEKA, KANSAS. 


DAUGHTER OF D 


» NELLIS, 


c 
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THE WARNER FAMILY. 
From Vermont on the North to Connecticut on the South 


for fifty miles along the eastern border of New York ex- 


tends the Berkshier Hills of Mass. It is a region of hill 


and valley, lake and stream. Its beauty is world renouned 


Near the center of the Berkshier Hills on the line of 
the Boston and Albany rail road lies the present town of 
Hinsdale, formerly called Dalton. Dalton was incorporated 
March 20th 1784. January 2d 1792 Nathan Warner and others 

| wanted to petition the legislature for a Committee to lo- 
cate a Meeting House and determine whether any part of the 
inhabitants ought to be set off to their town of Hinsdale 
put the people could not azree,. 

Hinsdale was incorporated in 1804. 

In this town of Hinsdale at a place then and now call 
eid "Varner Hill" our record of the Warner family com- 
mences,. 

Warner Hill is £135 feet above sea level and has a 
fine view from the surmit. 

It appears from the records that the Warners owned 


316 acres on this nill. 
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OUR RECORDS OF THE WARNERS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Andrew Warner. Samuel Warner. Jesse Warner. Nathan 


Warner (Sr.) Nathan Warner Jr. Salley Almira Warner. 


ANDREW WARNER. 
Andrew Warner lived at Hatfield the date of birth and 
_ death not known, He had a son Samuel Warner. 


SAMUEL WARNER. 


Samuel Warner was born in Hatfield but date of birth -; . 
and death not known, He married Mary Sacket of Hatfield 


and they had a son Jesse Warner. 


JESSE WARNER. 
Jesse Warner born in Hatfield May 6th 1718 and died Ma 


10th 1793. His wifes name was Mary and they had a son Nathan 
. Warner (Sr.). Jesse Warner was a farmer and lived on 


| Warner Hill where he owned several hundred acres. He at 
~ one time sold 119 acres of this land to his son Nathan 


i Warner (Sr.). 


Consideration named in the deed was Forty Dollars. 


Jesse Warner died in 1793, In 1794 David Warner of 


Warnesborough, N. Y. Was appointed Administrator of Jesse 


| Warner's estate and Nathan Warner was his bondsman. 
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NATHAN WARNER SR. 
Nathan Warner Sr. was born at Hinsdale Mass. in 1965, 


and died in Lexington, Ky. Feb. 17th 1829. Nathan Warner 
Sr. had three wives as detailed More fully later on. 

His first wife, was Jerusha Webb and th@tr oldest son 
was Nathan Warner Jr. See page 165, 

His second wife was Mrs, Amy Cook, formerly Wetter. 
Paze 162. 

Nathan Warner Sr. lived on a farm of 316 acres on 
Warner Hill. He was evidently a church-going man for it 
appears that about 1798, he was one of the Congregational 
Church Building Committee. He sold the farm on which he 
lived Feb. 28th 1811 for $6,500 to Nehemirah Hubbard Jr. 
and Joshua Stow of Wddletown Conn. and executed the’ deed 
there. His wife Amy Warner released right of dover July 
8th 1812 and she was then living in Geaugha Co. Ohio (Now 
Lake County). 

This Nehemirah Hubbard Jr. was large owner of land 
at and near Ashtabula Ohio. The present Richard Hubbard 
of Ashtabula from Middletown Conn., about 1861. 

The record of Andrew, Samuel, Jesse and Nathan warner 
Sr. was obtained of Mr. Rollin Cooke of Pittsfield, Mass. 


Further account of Nathan Warner Sr. on page 159. 


| 
| 
| 


| 
: 
| 
: 
| 


THERE ARE THRE2 GRAVE STONES 
IN THE CEMETERY AT HINSDALE, MASS., 
WITH THE FOLLOWING INSCRIPTIONS: 
This Mofument 18 In memory of 
Erected Mrs. Mary Warner 
in memory of Treliet of 
Mr. Jesse Warner Mr. Jesse Warner 
who died 
May 10th 1793 October 19th 1801. 


'in the 76th year of in the 77th year of 


his 4ge- her age. 
This monument is 
Erected 
in memory of 
Mrs. Jefsha Warner 
Consort of 
Mr. Nathan Warner 
who died 
Sept. 25th 1794 
in the 32d year of 
her age. 
Her ohildren rise un and call her blessed. 


Her husband also and he praiseth her. 
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WARNER FAMILY, 
— Ege 

Natban Warner, Sr., father of Natban War- 
ner, dJr., end grandfether of Sally Almira Warner- 
Yellis, was born at Hinsdale, Yass., in 1755. 

Be moved bis family to Unionville, Lake 
Ge., Ohio, in 1011. They came through from Vessa- 
schusetts with ox tears and were cover one ronth mak- 
ing the journey. Ee settled in the woods on 500 
acres cf Government land, and wes obliged to clear 
ue every ecre of lerc that ke cultivated. Indians 
were plentiful and often dengerovus. Nathan Warner, 
Sr. wes called ovt seversl tines during the War of 
L202. He went with @ company of volunteers ste 
Clevelend and Sandusky, marching through on foot 
and suffering many hardshivs. Nathan Warner, Sr., 
had three wives. His first wife was Jerushe Webb. 
the ahitéren by first wife were: 


Nathan Warner, dJr.born et Einsdale Mass.3an.31,1785 


Elijah Warner, * ¢ = 
Jerusha Farner = es i “ duly 38,1783 
Anson werner, a ij 2 ie 


Philothete Warner % i a & 


ee ee 


6f the above, Elijah Warner settled, lived 
and died in Kentucky, He was the father of Willian 
Werner, who now lives in Lexington, Ry: also the 
fatber of Almira Warner, whoo married Mr. Van Sxear- 


enger, end they- at last accounts- lived in Monroe 
y , ‘ 4/ A 
City, wa. te Mian Me “onan Cboure pefferecl S 
y gH/Ge2 -179 
htc shag! 


Anson Warner settled, lived and died in 


Kentucky. Have no account of his family. 


Philcthbhete Warner married a Yr. Fames. 


several children. have no record of this 


Jerusba Warner married Dickerman Chanber- 
lin, Deo. lat, 1803, They had nine children, riz: 


Semantha, Fhilothete, Jerushé, MNéryann, Enily, 


Lorenzo, Eli, Alfred and Edwin. This family lived 


at Bisa, fs YY. 


Eli Chamberlain married Yaryann Pelmer 





1£45, He at one tine had a grocery store 


st Fochester, KF. Y. 
-O0-6- 


narnthe Chanserlin married GC. Dickason, 
1230. They bad three childrer, viz: Catk- 
Zesiré and Philothete. Zasina married a Mr. 
and et one time they lived on Ferry &t., 


HA. Oo. Nellis boarded with her while attend- 


ing conmerciel school. Mr, Eemes died and Yrs. 


Dr. Gleason, and is now living at 
this city. Philotbete has beer liv- 
but at the present time is living 


Sleescn. 


Of the other childrer or grandchildren 


eof deruste vharberlin, I here no record, 
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The second wife of Nathan Warner, Sr. was 
They orn Fr7 arth rie tg 1709S 
Any Cook (ferzerly Any wifter) F “rs. Cook had 
adaughter- Sally Gook, who later narried Nathen 
Werner, dr. The children by second wife were 


Otis Warner, lived and died at Leroy, Ohio. 


Cliver Warner, lived end died on home farn. 


wh - 
Gud Alfred farner,noved first to Lexington, Ky. and 


then to “onrce City, Mo. He vurchased e2 farm of 
640 acres, set out a large nunbder of shade trees, 
ouilt a fine house, owned @ ntnber of sleves, end 
at tine of the war was living in true Southern 
style. a€ was a Judge cf Circuit Court, a Union 
man during the ler, and hed nany narrow escepes. 
He died Sent. 21, 1&&%, eged 89. His picture ac- 
companies this article. His son, Alfred Warner, 
Jr., is still living on the home farm. 
The third wife of Nathan Warner, Sr 
Kintall. Wo children, 
All the children cf Nathan Warner’s were 
at dinsdale, ¥ass. 
Nathan Warner, €r., died at Lexington, Ky. 
17, 18228. The Warners were ell large size, 


looking ten. 
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NATHAN WARNER, JR. 
Great Grandfather Of 
Falch Nellis, Flora Nellis and Gray Wellis. 


-0-0- 


tr 


than ferner, Jr., son of Nathan farner, 
and feather of Sally &Almirée Warner-Nellis, was 


torn at Hinsdéele, Yass., Janvery 3ist, 1785. Be 








nerried Sally Cook, July 4tb, 1810. Sally Cook was 
porn at Freston, Conn., de@nuary 31, 1785, thus be- 
ing exectly cf the same age of her husband. Sally 
Gcok was a daughter of Nathan Warner, Sr.’s second 
wife ty ker first hustard. The children of Nathen 
varner, dr. and Sally Ccok~farner, were 

Elbridge Warner porn Dec.15,1811; died Meh.11,1884 
Sally Aloire warner * May ~welses died 

Stephen G. Warner born Aug. 6,1816; died Jan.16,18&92 
Amy gd. Warner, porn Juls23,1822; died Feb.s.28,1825 
Fethan W. Weroer born Aug.18,1824; died Nech.14,1825 
Lmeline W. Warner born Apr.15,1827; died 


The chilcren were all born in Unicnville, 


C., except E. 0. farner, who was born at Hinsdale, 








Vass. 
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Nethan Warner, dr. moved to Unionville from Zins- 
dale, Maes, in 181%. de located in the woods, one 
mile south of whet is now called Unionville Gentre. 
His lend (500 acres) joined that of his father, who 
hed loceted there the year vorevicus. 4 log house 
built and occuried till tke year 1818 when a 
snall frame house was built. This hovse was built 


in two parts, with a covered snace between. It nad 


2 large cpen fire rlace, where ell the cooking was 


done. This housé was enlarged apout 13851, and was 
cecupied by Stephen C. ttarner till abovt 1856. 

Nathan Warner, Jr., had 4 stroke of apor- 
lexy, and died in church Sepntenbter Fth, 1241. 


Pi beck Wilner clltd a1—-Wrn1t1iil Giw 
7 ~ Ftegeer 234/430 




















SALLY COOK - WARNER. 
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ELBRIDGE O. WARNER. 


Klbridge O. Warner, oldest son of Nathen 


PEET, Jf,, Was born 6t Binsdele, Vass. Deo. 16th, 


o 


eel 
© 


li. Gied at Urisaviile, OF, Keveh Lith, 1e84.h¢e 
was one yesr ola when bis father zscved to Ohio. He 
cerried Wenoy Nellis (daughter of J. I. D. Nellis) 
danuery 5tk, 1842. For further asccunt of family 


: cf BE. O. Werner, see “Nancy-Nellis-WYarner” page 140. 


Sterhen C. warner, second son of Nathen 
Nerner, Jr., was born at Unionville, Ohio, Aug. 6, 
1216. Died et Unionville Jan. 1€tbh,1892. He was 
é larze size, gocd looking man. Ee was 2 farner and 
stock reiser. Re merried Lucy Ann Cunninghen dune 
Ist, 1°42. Lucy Cunninghén wes born oe 1, 1820. | 
Treir ‘iene DR ees si Nat 
Seorgie Warner,ist. Born Sep.i2,1845; died Jan.25, 740 | 
Pendolpk warner, 1st Born Coet.21, 182473 died eae, ee | 
| 
; 


Gecrgieae Varner, anda Born €ep. 6,1850;died Feb.16,°77 


Fandolph warner, And, Born Nov.21,1853;died | 


The two first children died of scarlet fever, Georg- 


ie Varner, 2nd, married Charles ttillard at Paines- 
ville, Ohio, dune 24th, 1874. She died et Muncie, 
iwd,, Feb. 18, Wo children. 

Bandolph Warner, end, married May &, 
Deshler, of Columbus, Ohio, April 28th, 1885. They 
have twochildren, Wm. Deshler Warner, born Oct. 8, 
1826, and Randolph S. Warner, born Jan. 18th, 1892. 


Mr, Warner is engeged in Furnace and Iron busingss, 


firm of kirgs, Gilbert and Warner, of Columbus, Ohio. 
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SALLY ALMIFA WARNER. 


(See Sally Almira Warner-Nellis, vege 62) 


EMELINE weRNER-AXTELL. 
| 


Ezeline warner, yourgest daughter of Neatkan 


Nerver, J¢s, Wee borh at Uniotville, Ohisc, Agri] 1%, 





Le2?. She married Imri Axtell, Oct. 25th, 164€, 
The children of Irmie Axtell and Emeline Warner-Ax- 


tell, ere 


Mary Axtell born Jul.17,1850 died 

Fey Warner Axtell, born Aug.22,1651 died Cct.25,°71/! 
Faiph Twrt Axtiedi, born Yey 15,1858 died ee aT 
Enma Axtell, born gan. 1,1856 died Jan.16, ’62 
Laure Axtell, born Feb. 1,1862 died Wow 2./9¥ 


Mary Axtell married Julius Byles, Sevt.27, 
1274, Ne. Byles is @ lavyer. They live at Titus- 
ville, Pa. Tkeir children ere 
Emma Axtell Byles born ov. L7th, 1877. 


Florence Laura Byles % June 20th, 1879 
Axtell dulius Byles “ Cet. 21st, 1880 | 
| 
| 


——— ee “a 
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Imri Axtell was born in Perry, Lake Co., 
O., Feb. 12th, 1822. 

He was a farmer end lived on his farmer in 
Perry, Ghio, till about 1865, when he moved to 
Peinesville, Obio.s He was for many years a direc= 
tor of the Painesville National Bank. In December 
of 1887, he went to Southern California for the 
benefit of his health. He took a cold and died 
there very suddenly, Jan. 8th, 1888, 

Mrs. Axtell and daughter Laura are living 


in Painesville, CGhio. 


-o-0-6- 


i tates Mohd Lhred Vevembler 24/554 


She was cafixiel toe. Farnese Pe Cémertery Viou 4°USH 





| 
| 
| 


1) 
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THE COOK FAMILY. 


1665 1675 1687 1717 1749 1785 
Gregory-—Stephen-—--John-~—-~—-James~--Flisha-—---——Sally. 


Sarah (Sally) Cook Warner, Grandmother of A. W. and 
H. C. Nellis was a decendent of Gregory Cook ef: ¢ambridse, 
| Mass. It is thought that Gregory Cook came from Yorkshier, 
' England and that his oldest son Stephen was born there. 
We can trace the name in America for two and a half Cen- 
: turies, as the Cookes were early and numerous in New Eng- 


' land. A Francis Cook came in the Mayflower in 1620 to 


Plymouth. 


GREGORY COOK. 
Grezory Cook resided in Cambridge, now Newton Mass. 
! from 1665 +t: 1690. He built and occupied a home at what 
is now know as Angiers Corner. This place was the home- 
stead of some of his decendents till about time of the 
. Revolution. Capt. Phineas Cook was the last who possessed 
it. Gregory Cook was a shoemaker. He was a Constable from 
1654 to 1679. He was gateetnen in 1669. He had a farm of 
116 acres. His first wife's name was Mary. They had a 
son Stephen. ‘Mary died Aug. 17th 1681. Gregory married 
2a Widow Susan Goodwin Nov. 1681. lie died June lst 1690, 
and his son Stephen administered on his estate, which ac-— 


cording to inventory amounted to 191 Pounds. 
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STEPHEN COOK. 

SBtephen Cook (son of Gregory) was born in England and 
came with his father to Canbridze. He was a farmer and & 
Selectman of Newton 1697-98, 1708 and 1716. He was a Mem 
per of Mr. Bailey's Church, full Communion, Watertown where 
he was a Deacon. He married Nov. loth 1679, Rebecca Flagg 
of Watertown. They had eight children (viz) Mary, Stephen 
Isaac, John, James, Samuel, Peter, Daniel. Mrs. Cook died 
in 1721. Mr. Cook died in 1738. 

JOHN COOK. 
John Cook (son of Stephen) was born in Newton, March 
15th 1687. Settled in Preston, Conn. about 1710, he mar- 
| ried Ruth Barton of Watertown, Mass. Dec. 6th 1715. John 
Cook was a farmer. In 1719 he was one of two grand jurors 
| from Preston, In 1730 he was Selectman. In 1731 he was 
: the deputy (representative) from Preston to the General 
| Assembly of the Colony. In 1736 he was Justice of the 
Peace, and in 1737 Town Agent. Mrs. Ruth Cook died in 
| preston June 27, 1771. John died in Preston Aug. 224 1762 
| They had ten children (viz) James, Margaret, Isaiah, Thad- 


. deas, Ruth, John, Abigah, Elizabeth, Margery, Barton. 


John Cook was quite well off for those days. He left 
a will dated April 24th 1762 in which he willed his Negro 


Servants to his son Barton. 
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James Cook. 


James Cook oldest son of John Cook, was born in Pres- 


ton January lst 1717. He spent his life as a farmer and 
clothier in Preston. He married Rebecca Larrabee born in 
1721. She was mother of two of his children, and died Nov 
28th 1748. Mr. Cook subsequently married --~- Parks who 
was mother of four of his children, The date of the death 
of Mr. Cook and last wife not known. Their children were 
Daniel, Isaiah, Nathan, Stephen, Zlisha, Eliphant. (All 
Bible names). 

ELISHA COOK. 

Elisha Cook 5th son of James Cook was born in Preston 
in 1749. He married Amy Wetter May 29th 1783. Thier chil 
dren were, Abigail, born Aug. 6th 1783. Sarah (Sally) bo | 
January 3lst 1785. Elisha, born Nov. 9th 1786. Stephen, 
born Feb. 19th 1790. All born in Preston. Elisha Cook @ 
died in Preston Nov. 8th 1798. Amy Wetter Cook widow of 
Elisha, married Nathan Warner Sr. May 25th 1795. Page 
159. Sarah (Sally) Cook, second child of Elisha and Amy 
Cook, married Nathan Warner Jr. Page 165, and they were 
the parents of Sally Almira Warner (Nellis) and Grand-par- 
ents of A, W. and H. C. Nellis. 

The foregoing information in regard to Cook family 


was taken from a "Cook Genealogical Record", kindly fur- 
__nished by Rollin H, Cook of Pittsfield Mass. July 23a 1901}, 
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JOSEPH DEAN BALL. 
Great Grandfather of Ralph and Flore Nellis. 
= 6-94 

Joseph Dean Hall, son of 
end father ef George Hall, was born fpril 4, 1784, 
et Lynne, Conn. 

In 180C, when cnly 1@ years old, be came 
trroveh from Lynne te Cleveland, Ohio, witb a small 
comoany of picneers, looking fer a favorable place 
to locate land. ke drove e yexe of steers with 
21l his hovusebold possessions in a farm cart, and 
his mother ( a widew) drove cne horse before a chaise 

There were no roads between Cennéeaut end 
Cleveland, and they had to vick their way through 
the woods, fordirg streams, etc., as best they could. 
They were nearly three months making the journey. 
Upen their errivel at Cleveland, they found only 
two or tpree houses. Cleveland e% that tine had 
hardly beén surveyed. 

Jd. 9. Hall exemined the soil, and finding 
it sendy, concluded it was not strong erncugh for 
farning purposes, so he turned atcut and went tack 


to kone, , fshtactule Co., wnere he located 100 acres 


L74 


of clay land. At the tine of his death, this clay 
farn was worth Twenty Five Dollers cer acre, the 
Cleveland land enyyhere fron Ten to Fifty Thousend 


dollere per esre. Tars tand loosted jy de Dx Ball, 


cost One Yollar ver acre. It was ell heavily tin- 


tered and bad to be cleared tefcre any sroos covld 
oe raises. A log bouse was built end occupied 
till 1&3¢€ when e¢ frémne hcuse was erected. Gane was 
in great abundance end wes the vrincival reliarce 
fer food during the first two years. It was no un~ 
Common occurréncé to sténd in the docr cf the cld 
leg house and shoot a deer or wild turkey. 

Indians were pumercus ard often a source 
ef great anyiety, varticularly so during the War of 
1612. In this war, J. D. Hall was e soldier under 
Geperél Ferrison. Re was detailed pert of the time 
as cook end body servant to the General. 

The horse that was driven threvgh fren 
Lynne Lived to be over 30 years old. He was used 
for all farming purrcses, end te cerry grist te a 
mill 40 miles away. He was rented out at different 
times, at the rate of cne dollar per Gey, end it is 


estizated that over Five Hundred Dellars was re- 








H 
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ceived for bis use. 
Joseph D. Hall was married twice. His 


first wife was derusha Gillett, who was born in 


Julie Regers. Their children were 
Jerushe Rall, born Feb. 1819;. died Mch.14,1819 
Joseph L.Rall born Sep.27,1825; died Oct.24, 1864 
Wo. Cone Hall born Aug. 1,1827; died June11,1829 
Ro. Cone Hall born Mch.27,1830; died way 8, 1862 


The lest wife, dulia Fegers Ball, died 


1781. They were married Decenber 13, 1810. Their 
children were 
Edward Hall born Mebh.11,12812; died 
Peas Hal. born Feb. 9,1814; died Mech.30,1842 
Leander Hall, born Jan. 5,1816; died May 11,1892 
George Hall, corn roe ee 
Jerusha Gillett Hall, died Dec. 15, 181€. 
-0-0-0-¢6-6-0- 
Varch 22th, 1820, Joserh Dean Ball married 
| 
| 
| 


duly 25, 1874. 


deserh Dean Hall died Dec. 29, 1872, aged 


| 
| | 
88. He lived and died on the farm which he located | 
in 1800. | 
i 
} 


kdward Ball, the oldest son of Josepn D. 
Hall, was both e carpenter and farmer. He lived 
end died on the home farm. He married Clarissa 
Cone, Dec. 27, 1241. Their children were Jerushe 
Fall and Jobn Hall. 

Clarissa Cone Hall died in 1842 and Sep- 
tember 2, 1351, Rdward Eall married Sarah Flower: 


no children, 
-0-0-0- 


Lucy Hall married Fitch Collins, Septez- 
ber 1234. They had one daughter, Fliza Coellirs, 


This family are all dead. 


-0-¢c-6- 
Leander Ball was for many years a mner- 
chant at Ashtabula, Chio, and laterally at Cinecin- 


nati, Ohio. He married Fheoa Leckwood, of 4shta- 


bule, Sent. 22, 1859. ‘Rheva Lookwood Hall died 


Ov. 23, 188C. Their children were, George Hall, 
oorn March 1, 1843 and Leander Hall, born Yay 22, 
1250. 

These sons are both married and living in 


Cincinnati, Obio. George married Ella Dicks Oct. 
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21, 186. They have @ daughter, Mery Bhena Hall, 


born ert. 16, Lev. 
Leender married Fannie Hastings Hazzard, 
1E77. They have a daughter, Varion Snell- 


Bell, Eorn Feb. 4, 1°82. 


-0-0-0- 
Cecrge Ball, third son of Jcseph Dean 
Esll and father of Mary Lovise Hall-nellis, has 
hed many end varied exreriences, which will be re- 
leted in &@ seperate chavter. He married Mariette 
Fassett, of Ashtabula, Ohio, Sept. 17th, 1844. 
Their children were 
Frederick L. Hall born July 18, 1845. 
vary Louise Hall, born Apr. 26, 1848. 
Harriet Emily Hall, born May $3; LSSi. 
Yariette Georgie Hall born Nov. 7, 1860. 
(See pages 1292 to 206 Vox Fupeies “avwrod os 
of Geo. Hall and family) 
(See pages 211 to 22% for sketches of Fassett 
family) 


-G-6-¢- 


Lynen Bell, fourth son of Jcseph Dean Ball 
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and half brother of first four children, married 
Auguste Crosby, Nov. 9, 1851. They bad two child- 
ren (names not known). 

Wn. Hall was a carpenter and farmer. He 
enlisted in the Union Srny in the War of the Re- 


bellion, and was killed at the siege of Vieksburgh. 


-0-0-0-G-o0- 
FREDERICK Lb. HALL. 


Frederick L. Hall, the only son of Gec. 
Hall, was born at Ashtabula, Ohio, July 18, 1845. 
He attended the public sconcol at Ashtabula, and 
also took a sourse in penmanship witb the world re- 
nouned, Platt R. Scencer. “Fred” became an expert 
penman, which art was cf service to nim in later 
Lite, 


In 18624, during the war of the rebellion, 


he enlisted for three years, in 10&tn Regirent, 0. V. I. 


and saw auch active service. He was with Sherman 
cn his march to the séa. On account of his good 
penmanship, he was detailed to the OQuartermaster’s 


Department as bcok-keeper. At the experiaticn of 





his term of service hereinlisted. At the close of 
the war, he was for a time engaged in bis father’s 
store in Clevelend, and leter, with Gordon Lamp and 
Ges Fixture Compeny, as book-keeper, 

“Fred” was nearly six feet tall, weighed 
atovt 1¢€0 lbs, derk hair end a fine looking man. He 
ied #t Cleéevelend, Chico, Nov, 11, 1292, and was bur= 
ied on his father’s let in Lake View Cemetery, his 
death and turie2l cesurring the sane day as that of 


his sister Vetta. 


-0-0-0- 


Vary Louise Hall, oldest daughter of Gec. 
Ball, was born at Ashtebule, 0O., April 26, 1849. 
At four years of age Louise could sing and play the 
accompaniment on the pianc. She geve exhibitions 
cf ker ability at various cencerts given by her 
father about this time. She has alweys kept up her 
teste for nusic and plays the piano with correct 
time and expression. Lcecvise, being the oldest 


daughter, her sisters, Hattie end Vette, were often 


— Sees 
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MARY LOUISE BALL+NELLIS. 
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left in her care during the absence of their mother 
cn extended trips with their father, to visit his 
various stores. She thus in early youth became 
intued with donestic tastes and responsibility, 
which have clung to her threvgh life. She became 
a member of the Cengregetional Church at Kabhebuls 
in 18¢@,. She renoved with her fatber’s family to 
Cleveland, Ohio, in i16¢¢. 

Vary Lovise Hall married Alfred W. Nellis, 
ef Ashtabula, Ohio, at Cleveland, 0., Nev. 13, 
Their children ere Ralvr #21] Nellis, born June 3, 
1875, and Flora M. Wellis, born July 23, 1&78. 


np 
° Noe 


(For further particulars of the life of 


A 
Nellis and family, see pages 79 to101) 


Louise has had an active and useful life. 
Fesides the care end rearirg of her own family, she 
for many yeers was the main relience of her invalid 
nother. “Where is Lovise” “where is nama” has been 
the constant call. Through it all she has main- 
tained an even temper and a lovely disposition. 
She has teen a devoted daughter, wife and nother. 


“None know her, tut to love her’. 


-6-6-6-6- 
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MARIETTA HALL-PALMER. 








MARTETTA GL. HALG- EALMER, 


Mariette G. Hall, youngest daughter of 
Gecrge Eall, was born at Ashtabula, Obio, Nov. 7th, 


1989. 


“Metta” was never of a very strong consti- 


tution end wes more or lees of en invelid all her 
Life. H#hen quite young she had trouble with one 
of ber limbs and for sonetime she was obliged to 
walk with a@ crutch. For many years cf ies later 
life, she often had dispepsis, and through all ber 
sufferings she mainteined a cheerful disposition. 
She was always a great fevorite with young ten, and 
could entertein then esually well eitber with con- 
versegticn, music cr dancing. She was a brunette, 
téll, well formed, noticeable figure. Her educa- 
' tion was accuired to a large extent by reading, 
‘prauel end observation. 

| “Vette” G. Hall married Dr. Marvin RF. Pal- 
rer, of Jamestown, N. ¥., at Cleveland, Ohio, Dec. 


1, 1290. They lived for one yeer at damestcwn, 
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"N.Y. where Dr. Palmer was in company with Dr.Hazle- 
ton. They then moved to Lakewood, N. Y. where the 
Doctor had charge of a Sanitarium for the cure of 
consurpticn. 

Here Metta died very suddenly, Nov. 11, 
1892. She was buried in Lake View Cemetary, Cleve- 
lend, Ohio. She died and was buried on the sane 
day as her brother, Frederick L. Hall. Metta was 
a member of the Plymcuth Congregational Church, of 
Clevelland, Ohio. Dr. Palmer now resides at 221 
West 127th St., NY. Y. where he has an office and 
is a reguler practicing physician. He married for 


his second wife, Miss Helen Van Praag, Oot.1,1898. 


=O, 0'= O='0'= 
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HATTIE HALL-MARSHALL. 
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HARFIET EMILY HALL-MARSHALL 


Herriet Emily Hall, second daughter of 


Gecrge Hall, was diorn at Ashtabula, Chio, May 3rd, 


1851. “Hattie” was always of a lively, cheerful 
disposition, very oauick and active in all her move- 
ments. She makes acovaintances and friends with 
all with whom she comes in contact. She is fond 
of amusement, and takes delight in seeing young 
people enjoy thenselves. She is a fine musician, 
playing nost any difficult piece on tke piano with 
very little effort. She owns a fine residence on 
LOth 8¢., Foled¢e, Gbis. 

“Hattie” Ek. Hall married Renry T. Mar- 
shall, of Cleveland, 0O., at Gleveland, Oct. 15,1873. 
They have one deughter,Lovise Marshell (Lulu) born 
at Cleveland, 0. Aug. 22, 1874. Henry T. Marshall 
was born at Glervelend, Ohio, duly 7th, 1851. &#e 
was in the bardwere business with Lockwood, Van Dorn 
and *iller, for & years, commencing in 1869. For 


four yeers of this time he was treveling salesman 





for above firm. In 1877 he accepted position as 
ticket agent at St. Louis, Mo., for the Big Four 
Railroad. He renoved his family thither and re- 
mained two years. In February 1879 he moved to To- 
ledc, 0., and went into the General Ticket Office 
at the Union Depot, where he is still engaged. He 
has taste and skill as a designer of wall paper 
patterns and stained glass windows, The design for 
window on page 189 was executed and donated by hin 
for this book. 
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RESIDENCE OF HATTIE HALL-MARSHALL, 
TOLEDO, OHIO. 
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GEORGE AALL. 
aecie 

George Hall, father of Mary Louise Hall-Nellis, and 
grandfather of Ralph and Flora Nellis,was born in a log house 
in Rome, Ashtabula County, Ohio, Feb. 28th, 1817. The first 
ten years of his life was svent in this log house, which was 
of the most primative kind, not a sawed board being used in 
its construction. The floors were of split logs (called pun- 


cheons). The cracks were all filled with mud plaster, which 


often worked out, and a good driving snow storm worked in, so 


that it often havpened that on awakening in the morning, snow 
would be found on the bed clothes. Quite a contrast between 
the “Then and Now’. A new house was built by his father in 
1826 with some of tne then “modern improvements”, such as 
class windows, stairs, brick chimney, etc. At 18 years of 
ge, George Hall, not being satisfied with a ferwer’s life, 

left home with his father’s consent, and went forth to seek 
his fortune. The first winter he attended school at Farring- 
ton and worked for his board. Tnis was the only schooling he 
ever received outside of a fex months in the old log school 
house near his home. 

The next winter he passed an examination and taught 


a school at Edinburgh, Ohio. All the ouestions asked of hin 









at the exarination to procure this school was to spell “gauge” 







and“sieve”. 





Many of his scholars were much older and larger 
than himself. He often had to study most all night to mas~ 


ter the lessons for the following day. In this way he edu- 






cated himself just in advance of his scholars. He receiv- 






ed £10.00 a month and boarded arouna. This method had one 







advantage at leest in giving him a change of diet. The next 


season he went to Ravenna and opened ur a vrivate acadeny, 











which was a success in every way. Some new systems of 
teaching and school government were introduced, which were 


a novelty et the time. Scholars were recuired to take turns 





in hearing recitations, taking charge of the school, etc. 
411 scholars were put on their nonor to report their own ex- 
ceptions to rules, and as this was reouired every day at a 


given hour and before the whole school, it soon became auite 





rare that a rule was broken. This school was maintained six 






years, when his health not being very good, he concluded to 










teke a trip south. He fitted up a rig and started overland 
to New Crleans,storving occasionally to form a cless in pfen- 
manshiv, to lecture on Fhrenology or to take dasurreotypes, 
he having the first instrument and took the first pictures 


ever taken in America. This instrument he purchased at a 


cost of $300. of a man that bought it of Dagurre in Paris. 











and brought it direct to Pavenna. 

He was nearly one year on this trip, was taken sick 
at New Orleans and for several months was unable to travel. 
He sold his rig and returned ty toat, via. Mississippi and 
Ohio Rivers to Ohio. He then located in Ashtabula, Ohio, 
where he soon opened ut the Ashtabula Academy, and had a 
flourishing school which he mainteined for five years. It 
was managed very much on the same princival es the forner 
school et Ravenna. 

Geo. Hall and Marietta Fassett were married Sept. 17, 
1644, (See page 176) 

Mr, Hall went as clerk on the Steamboat Cleveland, 
during the season of 1848. That winter he opened a took 
and toy store at Ashtatula. To this stock he very soon 
added a nurher of Prince Yelodeons, which were then made in 
Buffalo, N. Y. OMe winter before the railroad was built, he 
had a load of nelodeons hauled through from Buffalo on a hay 
rack. This store was sold out in 1850 to a Mr. Chapman. A- 
bout this time Mr. Hall made his first trip to New York, to 


buy pianos, going by way of boat to Buffalo, and down the Erie 


Canal by packet boat. He purchased three vianos of the firm 


of Raven and Bacon on tine, the pianos to be paid for after 


sold and the money collected. The firm had never seen or 





202 


heard of hiz before, and he had no acauaintance or Lebbare 

of credit, but from that day to this, Mr. Hall has kept tnat 
make of piano in stock, He has purchased hundreds of their 
pianos and paid them thousands of dollars. These three 
pianos were brought to Ashtabula, and the first sale made was 
to Lewis Austin, of Austinburgh, Ohio. The first piano case 
melodeon was sold to Joshua R. Giddings, of Jefferson, Ohio. 
From this stall beginaing, with ao capital, but good credit 
and a firm deterzination to succeeed, the business increased 
till in tne course of e few years, he had established agen- 
cies in Eainesville, Ravenna, Akron, Salem and Canton. Soon 
another store was opened in Cleveland. He traveled froa | 
place to place looking after the various stores, helping the 
agents to make sales, etc. He was the first one to sell any 
article on the monthly payment system. At one tine, Vm. B. 
Bradbury offered Mr. Hall salary of $6,000. per year, and an 
interest in the Bradbury Piano, if he would go to New York 
and take charge of the Bradbury Piano Factory. Soon the 
Gleveland store became of the tost imrortance, and in 1866, 
he toved his family to Cleveland. The first store was lo- 
cated on Ontario Street, but in 1867, he secured a long lease 
on the present store, 60 Public Souare, where the business 


has been conducted ever since. This store he purcnoased for 
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$25,500. cash Sept. 24th, .1897. -Here .many thousand .pianos 
and organs have been sold, and as rany.homes made hatpy with 
the soothing and refining melody of music. 

While a resident of LShtatula, Geo. Hall built a 
fine residence on Park Street, e kodac view of which can be 
seen on pege 102. His tresent residence, 864 Euclid Avenue, 
he designed and built in 1874, at a cost of over $50,000. A 


cut of this house accompanies this article. In 1888, he 


purchased a fine summer cottege at Lakewood, N. Y. at a cost 


of $5,000, This cottage commands a fine view of Lake Chau- 
taucua, and is considered one of the most desirable places 
jn Lakewood. One striking characteristic of his residence, 
cottage and store, is that they are all invariably painted 
White outsice enc in. In 189&, Mr. Hall erected a fine 
white granite monument on his lot in Lake View Cemetary, at 
2a cost for lot and manument of $4,000. 

He has always taken an active part in the build- 
ing and support of the Consregational Church. He is a men- 
ber of Plyrovth Congregational Church, of Cleveland. 

For the last 25 years, he has been ouite a trav- 
eler, spending a good pert of each surmer at either the moun- 
teins, sea side, or at Lakewood, N. Y., and many winters in 


od 


Tloride and the South. He is now 80 years old, stands 5 





feet 6 inches high, has light trown hair,. 


anc not a gray hair 


on hts head, weighs 148 pounds, and looks to be not over 


60 years old. 


-0-0-0-0-6- 
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SUMMER COTTAGE OF GEO. HALL, 
LAKEWOOD, N.Y. 








MONUMENT ERECTED BY GEO. HALL, 
ON HIS LOT IN LAKE VIEW CEMETERY. 




















FASSETT FART & FE. 
ae 
Sanuel Montague Fassett- father of Marietta Fassett- 
Hall, sas 90rn in Bennington, Vt., Oct. 5th, 1785, and died at 
South wold, Upoer Canada, Wov. 3rd, 1834. Dorcas 
Szitn, his wife, dayshter of Capt. John Smith, of West Rutland, 


Yt., bora May 26tn, 1738,‘ died at Ashtabula, Ohio, Nov. 15th, 


18382. Mrs. Fassett vas medium size, dark hair and eyes, very 


active and energetic. 

Saruel Yontague Fassett and Dorcas Smith, his wife, 
were the parents of 

Silas 3. Fassett, born in Rutland, Vt., Aug. 29th, 
1808, and died at Ashtabula, Ohio, April 17th, 1893. 

Harriet M. Fassett, born in Ansaster, Canada, Avril 
5th, 1312, and died at Ashtabula, Ohio. 


Willian Fassett, born in Beverly, Canada, arch 14th, 
Henry Fassett, born in Beverly, Ganada, Sept. 14th, 


Yarietta Fassett, born in Ancaster, Canada, Dec. 24, 
1819. Died at Cleveland, Ohio. 
John Snitn Fassett, born in Bayham, Canada, May 3rd, 


1822, died at Willoughby, Ohio. 





M. Fassett, born in Bayham, Canada, May 11, 


Mr. Fassett moved from Rutland, Vt., to Holland 
Purcnase, 4. Y., and from there to Ancaster, Canada, -betseen 
the year 1805 and 1812. fe died in 1884. 

Mr. Fassett, vitn Harriett, Marietta and Samuel 


noved to Ashtabula about 1333. Ailliam, Henry and Jonna had 


previously moved to Ohio, as shown on succeeding pages. 
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SILAS S. FASSETT. 
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Silas S. Fassett, tne oldest son of &. ¥. Fassett, 


was dora in Rutland, Vt., August 29tn, 1898. Ye cane to Ohio 
when about 28 years old, and settled at Massillon. His first 
occupation was that of a singing school teacher and leader o 
fe moved to Ashtabula about 1837, where he al- 
so taugnt music, and for many years led the choir in the Pres- 
srian Ohurenh. He purchased the second piano that was 
brougat into Ashtabula. TGrougn all his life he kept up his in- 
Ee was engaged at one time in the Dry Goods 
at Asntadula, with his brother Henry Fassett, and was 
also a parvner in tne sax till and other enterorises unier- 
taken by the “Fass. Frothers”. He helved build the double 
Fassett, and 
sold out nis interest in this place , and bought 18 
land on the bill just east of tow This place nas 
been knowa for years as Fassett’s Hill. There is a fine row 
of maples surrounding the slace, a large variety of fruit and 
shade trees, and, in zany resveots, it is one of the most 
oleasaat and i nlaces in Ashtabula. It is now 


owned and oscuvied by ¥r For a nunber of 





S. Fassett was engaged in tne viano business. 
tuned and sold pianos for his brother-in-lay, George fall, of 
Gleveland. He nade it his home while in Cleveland sith Vr. 
Hall, and was familiarly called “Uncle Silas”. 


Fassett had four vives. T first tyo were fron 


he 
first wife sas Glementine Gage, to whon he was 


10th, 1233. She died Feb. 14th, 1937. 
second wife was Castendana Gage (a sister of his 
first wife) They were aarried Seot. 19th, 1937. che died 
Jan. 27th, 1240. 
His taird wife : Rmeli Router (formerly Cros- 
ty) of Asntabula, Onio. Ti ; ied March 16th, 1341, 
and she was the nother of all ai viz: 
Prank Fassett, born 3D 
dtou 19S 
rederick 8. Fassett, born June 10, 1843. Died ia '1999. 
Erma Jane Fassett, born Apr. 30, 1845. 
Janes Fassstt, born ¥ay 15, 1847. Det /Ha y 127597 
His fourth wife was Mrs. Lucinda Dart (foraerly Dick) 
of Ashtabula, Ohio. They were married Dec. 17th, 1333. Mrs. 
Dart had tyvo daughters wnen she narried Vr. Fassett, viz: Yiss 
Clara Dart and Mrs. Millard, of Chicago. 2 
Uncle Silas died Avril 17th, 1893, aged 83. He looked 
in death as though in a peaceful sleep. ‘rs. ilellis and ayself 


attended the funeral at Asntabu 









Frank Fassett, tbe oldest son of S. S. Fassett, en- 


listed Aug. 12th, 1861 and served till the close of the far of 






the Rebellion. fe was with Fremont, Hunter, Curtiss and Hal- 












lack, and took part in 18 battles. He married Lucy #£. Fob- 










| ertson, July 5, 1869. 








have txo children: 





Toasz 





Yarry J. Fassett, born Nov. 25, 1869. 






Eertha E. Fassett born Nov. 10, 1872. 















Frederick Z. Fassett, second son of S. S. Fassett, 





married Francis A. walker, Fet. 24, 1881. They have 3 children: 









Clara Louise Fassett born Aug. 25, 1882. 


Barl Walker Fassett, born Dec. 29, 1884, 









Grace Emeline Fassett “ Dec. 12, 1887. 

















Enna dane Fassett, the only daughter of &. S. Fassett 








| married iiz. Jd. @zith, July 6, 1871. She obtained a divorce froz 







Vr. Srith about 1290 on the ground of desertion and non-support. 


Toney pad one child which died in infancy. In 1891, she married 









H. N. Jonnson, and now lives on Quinby Avenue, Cleveland. 








‘dames A. Fassett, third son of S. S. Fassett, married 





Vary £. keed, June 1293. No Chilaren. James A. Fassett bas for 






many yeers been engaged in raising vlants,floxers,smilax,etc.for 
Yee eg 
Clevelend end other markets. Died, MraylEVEG/ 












WILLIAM FASSETT, 
Seon 
tt was born in Eeverly, Canada, Sent. 

14, 1815. i sov7sd to Massillon, Ohio, and later to 
Ashtabula. He was engaged at one time running 2 stean say 
mill, which he ovned in connection with his brother enry. 
Tois mill stood on West Prespect St., Ashtabula, about ovpo- 
site where Triangle Park now is. He sas also in the store 
wito Henry and Silas. He moved to Beloit, Wisconsin, and was 
engaced in selling oianos and organs with his brother, Joan 
Smith Fassett. From Eeloit he moved to Cleveland and lived 
for a numbrer of years on 3ough Avenve, near Willson. iihile 

eyeland ne sas engaged in selling organs for Sennard Or- 
gan Co., and later ne solo vianos and organs on commission for 

orge Hall. 
Yr. tassett vas a singer 

iilliam Fessett’s first wife was Martha 
caildren, viz: denry, woo died in infaac;, 
be about 25 and died about 1235, denry 
and who is nod living and is a bachelor. Hémxy S Fassexé 


Yrovem ler LO4/SGF 2 
¥r. Fassett’S second zi vas 2 widow Jerreall, 


they are now living at Asnta pula, 
Ulam Aasserf aria Imay 2 ae at Ashfa tule Ghro, — oe 


Wie bart ae WeeckleLacl, Grieg eg G GCereliann< Oo 









HENPY FASSETT. 


Henry Fassett, second son of S. M. Fassett, was born 












in EFeverly, Canade, Sevt. 14th, 1817. He care to Ashtabula 





about 1886. In connection with his brothers, Willies 4% Silas, 






be started in the dry goods business; also built and operated 





asenx mill. About 1887, he wes owner and editor of the Ashb- 





tatula. Sentinel , which paper he edited 15 years. During the 








offices was discontinued in that dis- 





war and later till the 





trict, “Mr. Fassett was collector of Interna] Revenue. Then he 









Judge of Asntatule Co. and held the office 





several years. Latterly he has been engaged in the real es- 





tate, insurance and loan agency business. 






Mr. Fassett”s first wife was Mary Nellis,e daughter of 






J. I. D. Nellis, and,- being e brother of Marietta Fassett 






(¥rs. Geo. Hall) makes him an uncle of both Mrs. Nellis and ry- 






self. Mr. Fassett and Mary Nellis weremarried at Ashtabula 







Warch 23, 1842. She died Jan. 5, 1859. A more complete record 











of Mary Nellis and her children is given on vage 188. 








5 


Henry Fassett’s second wife wes a Yrs. Jones, who only 








lived a fex years. She had one child- a boy- who was very hand- 





6 


some and bright, but he died at about 4 years of age. His 





third wife wes 2 vidow, Lucia Williams. She was a very fine, 






. 


well edicated woman,used to be a school teacher. She 
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fis fourth wife was eae Widow Post, formerly Mary Watrous. 
Henry Fass é7r vel August £72153), at Ashta LuUfla O40, 










JOHN SMITH FASSETT. 

John Smith Fassett, born in Bayham, Canada, May 3rd, 
1922. He was the fourth son of S. M. Fassett. He came to Ohio 
with his brothers, #m. and dénry, first settling in Massillon 
and later moving to Ashtabula,and engaging in dry goods and saw 
mill business under the name of Fassett Bros. He married Bliza- 
cetn Graham, Aug. lst, 1852, at Darlington, Wis. where he oven- 
ed a piano store. He returned to 6leveland in 1369 and bought 
place at corner of Hough and Willson. Here he built several 
houses which ha disoosed of to good advantage. In 1388 he our- 
chased a nouse and 13 acres of land in Willoughby where he died 
in 1891. This place was sold by Mrs. Fassett. The only child is 
Hettie Fassett, born Aug.5,1856, married gddvard Norfolk july 7, 
1380. Mr. and “rs. 4orfolk nave tyo childran, Carl #orfolk, 
bora July 4th, 1882, Yorrell Norfolk, born Nov. 18, 1894. 

Yrs, J. S. Fassett (“Aunt Lib”) and the Worfolks, all 
live in Nilloughby, Dhio.They have a very oleasant place con- 
taining 15 acres of land on Mentor St. ane boys, Miorell and 
Carl, are good looking and smart. Mr. 
toe “Eoston” Dry Goods store asre in Cle: “rs. orfolk 
(Hattie Fassett) is first cousin of Mrs. Wellis, and has al- 
ways been her particular favorite. 

The name Herfolk is a Saxon name and neans jiest- 


folk, or peoole from the West. 
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MARIETTA FASSETT-HALL. 
Marietta Fassett was born in Ancaster, Canada, Dec.24, 
to Ashtabula about 1333, and for a number of 
vith her brotber Silas Fassett. She sas a 
the Prestyterian Church Choir at Ashtabu- 
Fall, Sert. 17, 1844. She was the mother of 
and Marietta Bell. See nag ne 
motbsr, caring more for the confort of her fan- 
for society. She was fond of travel and made many trips 
with her hushend, For 2 number of vears before 


ath, sne wes a great sufferer from sickness, but she bore 
it 21] vith neroic fortitude. She died Feb. 7, 1892, at the Hall 
364 Fuclid Ave, and was interred in Lake Viexs 
yrouthn Songregational Church. 


SETT. 


only sister of Marietta Fassett (Mrs. Geo. Hall) was born in An- 
| caster, Ganada. She was never married. After the death of her 


mother, she madé it her hone with her brother Henry, witb an oc- 


casional short visit to Cleveland. Aunt Harriet considered it 


‘her duty to satch over her rother, ber brothers, her sister, and 
ail their children. If any one were sick, Aunt Harriet was al- 
ways on hand to nurse then back to health again. “No one knew 


| her but to love her”. She died 





SAMUEL M. FA 

Samuel M. Fassett, Jr., youngest son of S. M. Fassett, 
born in Bayhan, Canada, “fay 11, 1825, noved xitn his mother to 
Ashtabula, Ohio, about 1338, yvorked in printing office of tne 
Asntabula Sentinel, sans and olayed the flute in toe church 
choir at Ashtabula. At 16 years of age, went to Detroit, Mich. 
and sang in the choir of Dr. Duffield’s church tyo years, than 
yweat to Nex York and sang in Or. Alexander’s church,was librar- 
ian in a Bethel Sunday School in Five Points, returned to Asn- 
tabula for nsarly two years, then went to Beloit, Wisconsin, 
where he became acauainted witn Cornelia Adile Strong, of Jef- 
ferson, Onio, who at the time was on a visit to Beloit, 
turned and narried Miss Strong at Jefferson, Ohio, Aus. 
1851.He cought his wedding ring and viano of Geo. Hall. 
vlace of residence was Adrian, Mich., wheres ae remained 
months, clerking on a salary of $400.90 ver year. Yrs. Fassett 
taugot misic. fn 1853 moved to Galena, Ill. and clerked in a 
wholesale dry goods house, and was leader in the Yirst Presby- 
terian Church Choir. Having an offer to go to Chicago on a 
salary of 3300.90 per year and learn the dusiness of daguerotyp- 
ing, he moved to Chicago in the fall of 1854. Next year after 
he bougat a gallery at 131 Lake Street. He sang in the First 


resoyterian Church, and had control of tne choir for 14 years 


| 
| 
| 
| 





or until the fire of 1871. During this time he built three fins | 


Falleries, one of which was in the Smith & Nixon Bld‘g. Ip 
this gallery he did a big business. He had 21 employes. The 
ledger shoved one year a business of $49,000. He paid one ar- 
tist 4100.00 a week, anotner #80., another $75.00, and so on 
boomed then in photography. About this tine, 
the children went to Paris, she to study paint- 
ing and art, and the children to attend school under the care 
of a good governess anicn they took along. Toney remained in 
Paris two years. Mr. Fassett then sent over and traveled with 
¥rs. Fassett through Europe for eight months. On their return 
to Shicazo, Mr. Fassett bousht a lot corner of Van Euren and 
Wabash Ave., where he put up the finest gallery on the continent 
Tos great fire of Oct. 10, 1871 destroyed everything, residence 
as well as gallery. Loss estimated at #100,000. This fire de- 
stroyed over 1,000 blocks of property, 17,500 houses. The area 
burned over was 2,124 acres, or about 3 1/2 souare wiles. The 


loss in property about $200,000.000. Mrs. Fassett and the five 


children, with two servants, vent to Jefferson, Ohio. Mr. 


‘assett remained in Chicago and soon opened up temporary rooms 
in a temporary building and did a good business in a small way 
until a second fire terminated his career in Chicago. They tnen 


movei to Washington, D. OG. and ovened uv a studio, wito every 





prospect of a fine business, and everything was 

when, by tne failure of tae Gernan-American Bank, they again 
lost heavily, and tere obliged to close their studio. ¥rs'. 
Fassett had during these years, and by her study while in 

Paris, become a celedrated ovortrait ovainter. She had painted 
the vortraits of Lincoln, Chase, Garfield and zany other cel- 
ebrated paople. At the tine of the “Zlectoral Commission’, 

she vairted a picture of the Supreme Court Room, witn the Com- 
mission in Session, showing 268 peoole in the picture. This 
oainting was purchased by order of Congress, at cost of $10,000. 
and now hangs in one of the Senate Galleries. irs. Fassett is 
now painting nany miniatures foe which she recsives good prices. 
Soon after the sussension of his pnotograon business, Mr. Fase 
sett secured a vosition in the Treasury Department, whicno he 
held for 6 years, at a salary of $100.00 ver aonth. He was 

then out of office during Cleveland’S adninistration for four 
years, but under Yarrison he was appointed vnotogravher for 

0. $. Treasury Department, at a salary of #2,000 ver year. 


This office be held till Cleveland was again elected, vnen he 


was asked to resign. Thus in brief we aave an ascount of a 


very busy and eventful life. In addition to all the foresoin¢gs 


may be added that Mr. and Mrs. Fassett nave raised a family 


found on next paze. yrs asset? dieck January 42/57 











Tae children of &. M. Fassett and Gornelia A. Strong- 


-O0- 


Flora Mac Ivor Fassett, born Sent. 23, 1853, marri 


Clark Hodge, of Cleveland, 0., June 18, 1830. ‘Yr. Hodge di 


in less than one year, and Mrs. Hodge returned to Washington 
and has been in the Government Post Office Department, on a 


good salary for the last 15 years. 
-O- 
Montague Fassett, born June 44, 1863. Never married. 


Toink he is in some office in Shicago. 
-O- 
Raphael Fassett, born Ssot. 10, 1865. Married = 


z. Jones, of Madison, Wis., Jan. 29th, 1994. He is now 


we 2 


mysio store at ¥adison. He is a fine musician and san 


a variety of instruzents. He writes and pnublisaes music. 
-O- 
Ajile Fassett, born July 22, 1868, in Faris, France, 


married Myron Allen Pearce, of Ghicago, May 23, 1339. Toney have 


two children, Stanley A. Pearce, born Nov. 11, 1391, Adile 


Pearse, born May 1893. Mr. Pearce in the teal estate and 


iasurance tusiness in Chicago. 
es 
born March 17, 1870. 
July 4, 1872 
Varch 2: 374 
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HENRY CANAN GRAY. 


H. C. Gray, the father of Libbie Gray-Nellis and 
grandfather of John Gray Nellis, was boro in Huntington Co., 
Pa., Dec. 8, 18s. His father, James Gray, was of Scotch 
Irish descent and belonged to the Presbyterian faith, and 
was an Elder in that Church. His nother was a daughter of 
Colonel John Canan, who was a conspicuous figure in the rev- 
olutionary far, and was for wany years Surveyor General of 
Fennsylvania. Col. Canan was of Bnglish extraction. He died 
at tne age of BE. 

H. C. Gray came to Ohio in 1826, and was for many 
years connected with the press. . de wes for five years pub- 
lisher of the Commercial Advertiser of Huron, Ohio. He wes 
one of the founders of the Cleveland Leader. He was also a 
renter of the Constitutional Convention of 18@0, and with one 
or two exceptions is now the only living werber of that large 
tody «ho formed the present funcarental lews of the State of 
Onio, 

Since 19845, Mr. Gray has been a resident of Paines- 


He was editor and owner of the Painesville Tel- 


for 25 years. He kext a book store for 10 years. He 


costhaster severel times. 





4¥. C. Gray and Flizateth B. Doolittle, were married 
Nov. @rd, 1840. 


She was the daughter of Judge Jcel Doolittle, of 


Middlebury, Vt., end wes born dan. 7th, 1821. She died in 


Fainesville, Ohio, May Sth, 1886. Seven children were born 
to them, only three of wnom are now living, viz: Libbie Gray- 
Nellis, Alice Gray-Murray, and William C. Gray. 

Libbie Gray ana Kate Gray married H. C. and J. R. 
Nellis, as stated in vrevious sketches. 

Alice Gray twarried R. M. \iurray, cashier of the 
Marine Bank, of Cleveland, Onio, where they are now living. 
They have three children, Jay N. Murray, Helen Murray, and 
Kate Murray. “/¢/é" Inurya 7 Lita Jane 234/902, aga abouT 4 
William ©. Gray married Lilly Ramsey, of Fioua, Ohio, 


They are now living near Philadelthia, Pa. They have two 


children, both boys. 


-C-0-0-0-0-0-0- 











CONGCLUS IO Wf, 
From the birth of Christian Nellis, in the German 


Falatinate, the foregoing records span a space of about two 


hundred years. “They record the appearance and disappearance 


of six generetions (leaving a portion of the sixth yet on 
the stage of life) with the introduction of the seventh”. 

“While no renowned names appear in the seven gener- 
ations,yet we rejoice to know that there was nothing in the 
lives of any of them, that we would wish to forget.” They 
were christian, vatriotic, law abiding, temperate, enersetic 
self-sutvorting citizens. ney were ecually fortunate and 
happy in the choice of their life pariners. The records of 
the Klocks, Werners, Halis, Fassetts end Greys, are all 
good and will stand the closest scrutiny. 

“If in future years, there are those who may wish 
to continue these sketches, we trust there will be nothing 
of fanily history which will shame them to record.” 


-----0---0-~0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0--0---0----- 





Goal of Arms Historiography 


The Nellis Coat of Arms illustrated left was drawn by an heraldic artist from information 
officially recorded in ancient heraldic archives. Documentation for the Nellis 
Coat of Arms design can be found in Rietstap Armorial General. Heraldic artists 
of old developed their own unique language to describe an Individual Coat of Arms, 
In their language, the Arms (shield) is as follows: 

"D'or a deux cogs hardis adosses de gu., les tetes 

affr." 
When translated the Arms description is: 

“Gold, two red roosters back to back, heads facing each other." 
Above the shield and helmet is the Crest which is described as: 

“Un coq hardi de gu., la tete cont." 
A translation of the Crest description is: 

“A saucy red rooster, head turned around." 
Family mottos are believed to have originated as battle cries in medieval times. 
A Motto was not recorded with the Nellis Coat of Arms. 


Individual surnames originated for the purpose of more specific identification. 

The four primary sources for second names were: occupation, location, father's 
name and personal characteristics. The surname Nellis appears to be patronymical 

in origin, and is believed to be associated with the Irish, meaning, “the son of 
Niallghus (champion; choice)." The supplementary sheet included with this report 
is designed to give you more information to further your understanding of the origin 
of names. Different spellings of the same original surname are a common occurrence. 
Dictionaries of surnames indicate probable spelling variations. The most prominent 
variations of Nellis are Nelis, Mac Nelis, Mac Eneilis, Mac Enealis and Nealis, 


Census records available disclose the fact there are approximately 650 heads of 
households in the United States with the old and distinguished Nellis name. The 

United States Census Bureau estimates there are approximately 3.2: persons per household 
in America today which yields an approximate total of 2080 people in the United 

States carrying the Nellis name. Although the figure seems relatively low, it 

does not signify the many important contributions that individuals bearing the Nellis 
name have made to history. 


No genealogical representation is intended or implied by this report and it does 
not represent individual lineage or your family tree. ‘ 
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Historiography 


The Smythe Coat of Arms illustrated left was drawn by an heraldic artist from 
information officially recorded in ancient heraldic archives. Documentation for 
the Smythe Coat of Arms design can be found in Burke's General Armory. Heraldic 
artists of old developed their own unique language to describe an Trtividual Coat 
of Arms. In their language, the Arms (shield) is as follows: 

“Gu. on a chev. or, betw. three bezants as many 

crosses pattee fitchee sa." 
When translated the Arms description is: 

"Red, a gold chevron between three gold coins, and 

three black pointed crosses." 
Above the shield and helmet is the Crest which is described as: 

"A dexter arm couped at the elbow per pale or and qu. 

cuffed ar. holding in the hand ppr. a griffin's head 

erased az. beaked and charged with a martiet gold." 
A translation of the Crest description is: 

"A right arm severed at the elbow, divided vertically 

in gold and red, cuffed in silver, holding in the hand 

of flesh color, a blue griffin's head jagged, beaked gold 

and charged with a gold martlet." 
Family mottos are believed to have originated as battle cries in medieval times. 
A Motto was not recorded with the Smythe Coat of Arms. 


Individual surnames originated for the purpose of more specific identification. 

The four primary sources for second names were: occupation, location, father's 

Name and personal characteristics. The surname Smythe appears to be occupational 

in origin, and is believed to be associated with the English, meaning, “one who 
worked with metals." The supplementary sheet included with this report is designed 
to give you more information to further your understanding of the origin of names. 
Different spellings of the same origina] surname are a conmon occurence. Dictionaries 
of surnames indicate probable spelling variations. The most prominent variations 

of Smythe are Smith, Smithe and Smythes. 


Census records available disclose the fact there are approximately 1000 heads 

of households in the United States with the old and distinguished: Smythe name. 

The United States Census Bureau estimates there are approximately 3.2 persons 

per household in America today which yields an approximate total of 3200 people 

in the United States carrying the Smythe name. Although the figure seems relatively 
low, it does not signify the many important contributions that individuals bearing 
the Smythe name have made to history. 


No genealogical representation is intended or implied by this report and it does’ 
not represent individua) lineage or your family tree. 
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